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lHustration by Michasil Stein

E arth, A small, green planet
located al the rather unfash-
ionable end of the spiral arm of
the galaxy. If's mostly harmiass 1o
the wuniverse as a whole, but
nonetheless 1l is about to be
destroyed by the unexpaciad in-
lervention of a Vogon Constructor
Fleet (in order to make room for a
“hyperspace bypass”).

2n this small, green planet in a
place called Guilford, England,
resides a six foot tall bi-ped, ape
descendant named Arthur Dent,
who is about 10 be rescued from
the Yogor's heartless destruciion
by his friend, Ford Prefect. But to
his amazement, Arthur finds out,
just prior to being rescued, that
Ford is really not a fellow Eng-
lishman at all, but rather an alien
[albail considerably English in
appearance) lrom a small planet
outside the star system of Bet-
glegese, and nol from Guilford
alter all. Consegquenitly, Arthur
would like 1o have a wvery slifi
drink. Thus begins Douglas Ad-
ams' remarkable story about that
whalhy remarkable book, The Hilch
Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy

The book itself is as remarkabie
as Douglas Adams says it is. In
he novelization, it is described
as a "sorl ol electronic book.” In
the radio series, the book namates
a good BO% of the show The
video version was no exceplion.
The book (which looks remark-
ably like a Milton Bradley Micro-
Vision game) explains the odd
and sometimes frightening things
that Ford Prefect and hiz Earth
companion Arthur Dent encoun-
ter. The minialure screen of the
book sometimes upstages the
narrative with its unique explana-
lion and view of the universe. The
armmaton, which resembles comr-
puter ling animation, is particularly
useful in the video sernes. lis

adwvice ("How to hitch a lift with a
Vogon: FORGET IT.) is often
overshadowed by the bizarre
graphics accompanying it.

Above left, Sandra Dickinson as Trillian
and Mark Wing-Davey as Zaphod Beeble-
brox. Top center, Zaphod gestures as he

converses with his “second head."

The Mitch Hiker's Guide BBC radiocast, from left to right: Douglas Adams

Article by KEN BUSSANMAS
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[Scriptwriter]), Geoffrey Perkins (Producer), David Tate (Man of Many Voices),
Geoffery McGivern (Ford Prefect), Mark Wing-Davey (Zaphod Besbelbrox),
Simon Jones (Arthur Dent], Alan Ford (Roostal,

“Originally heard over the BBC in

England, Hitch-Hiker’'s Guide has

also been translated into a stage

play, two books, two record albums,
a second BBC radio serial, and
a television serial on BBC 2.”

As the story conlinues, the
Vogons destroy Earth (and this is
only episode one, folks), but not
before Ford and Arthur ‘hitch a lift
with the Denlrassi, the Vogon's
in-tlight caterers. Ford and Arthur
are found, and, after being tor
lured by the Vogons (they read
their poetry 1o them) they are
thrown out into the vacuum of
space.

The Guide says that you can
survive thirly seconds in space.
And fortunately, twenty-nine and
a hali seconds later, Fard and
Arthur are inadvertently rescued

by Ford's semi-cousin, Zaphod
Beeblebrox, who along with his
comparnion Trillian {in reality, Tricia
MeMillian from Earth), has stolen
the first protolype ship equipped
with the Infinite Improbability
Drive. Zaphod is looking for the
lost planet of Magrathea, a planet
that used to build custom made
planets. It is there that Arthur dis-
covers the Earth was made for
some wvastly intelligent, pan-
dimensional beings who ook
amazingly similar to white mice.
Meanwhile, the Galaclic Palice
have traced Zaphod and Trillian

to Magrathea, where they comer
them in a shoot out Trapped
behind a rapidly overloading
computer bank, Ford and Arthur
sing an old Beteleguse dsath
anthem which, loosely iranslaled,
means “after this, things can't get
much worge"

The computer bank expiodes
and causes a small gap in time,
gending Our Heroes 1o the Res-
taurantat the End of the Univarse.
Once tharg, they get a phone call
from the car park whare Marvin,
the Paranoid Android and Za-
phod's shipboard robot, has bean
waiting for them for the last few
thousand years. In the car park,
Laphod and Ford persuade Mar-
Vvin to break into a space ship for
them, wihich they promptly steal.

The ship turns oul to be a stunt-
ship for Disaster Area, an inter-
galactic rock group. The high-
light of a Disaster Area concer
(which reaches new heights on
the decibel level) 15 the collision
ol a jetblack stuntship into the
neart of a sun while on automatic
pilot. Needless o say, it is this
ship that they have stolen. They
discover this as it plunges toward
the sun, Dur Heroes escape via
the teleport facility on board the
ship, bul Marvin is left to operate
the mechanisms

Ford and Arthur are teleported
aboard the B Ark, from the planet
Golgafrincham. All of the useless
people of the Golgafrincham race
(marketing executives, hairdres-
gers, accounianls, insurance
salesmen, elc) were pul aboand
the B Ark and sent 1o the planst
2arin on a collision course. It is
here that Arthur finds his true
ancestors. The B Ark has crashed
on Earth in prehistone fimes,
complelely messing up the ex-
periment conducted by the mice.
~ Originally heard over the BEC
In England, Hifch-Hiker's Guide
has also been translated inlo a
slage play, two books, wo record
albums, a second BBC radio

Below left, Simon Jones as Arthur Dent
and David Dixon as Ford Prefect. Above
right, Joe Malia as Mr. Prosser argues with
Arthur Dent in front of a bulldozar.
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serial, a television serial on BBC
2 and, most recently, has been
recycled into designer firelighters
by Beeblebrox Enterprises. The
story in all of these incarmations
remains more or less constant,
and follows the adventures of
Arthur Dent and Ford Prefect,
usually along with Ford's semi-
cousin Zaphod Beeblebrox

The criginal series {(which has
been aired along with the sequel
in twelve consecutive hall-hour

‘installments on our own Mational

Public Radio throughout this
country] was meant to have been
one complete story. Originally,
the audience was never o see
nor hear from Ford and Arthur
again afterthey had been stranded
on Earth bwo million years before
her destruction by the Yogons.
However, the audience reaclion
was so tremendous to the first
chaplers of Hifch-Hiker's that the
sequel 1o The Guide, often re-
ferred to as The Restaurant at the
End of the Universe, was sub-
sequently penned by Adams and
aired on the BBC a year later. The
wo books soon followed, and
Hitch-Hikermania soon set in. At
this time the stage production of
The Guide aiso appeared on the
British theatncal scene, bul was,
in Adams' own words, 'a fiasco.
The intricate story of the guide
was lost amidst the over-staged
sceneny, and Adams prefers not
o talk about it

Mor was he especially thrilled
with the second radio series,
which posed some rather de-
manding aristic problems for
Adams, the foremost of these
being: can one man write a new
radio series, a book, and script
edit the Doctor Who television
series all at the same time? The
answer was ves, but each of
those projects suflered somewhat
inthe long run. The second series
had lost the purpose of the first,
and seemed to ramble, and that
particular season of Doctor Who
15 regarded in some circles as
unforiunately one of the worst in
the show's 18 year histary. The
book, however, was a success.
The Restaurant at the End of the
Lniverse was every bit as enter-
laining as the original, owing
mostly 10 the fact that Adams’
rewrite of the whole second series
had somehow been sandwiched
between the fifth and sixth epi-
sodes of series one,

Ag for the BBC 2 lelevision
senal, only four of the original
radio cast decided to re-create
their roles from the radio drama.
The wvoice of Peter Jones was
brought back to bring the book 1o
life with the help of some highly
inventive compuler graphics.
Simon Jones again contributed
his understated genius to the
terribly British persona of Arthur
Cent, the last of two survivors of
Earth. Mark Wing-Davey once
again became the very hip Zaphod
Beeblebrox, ex-numbears runner,

ex-conflidence trickster, park-time
FPrezident of the Galaxy, creator of
the Pangalactic Gargleblaster,
and the only person in history to
survive the TPV, (Total Perspec-
tive Vortex The Vorlex shows you
in relation 10 the entire universe,
thus making you die of sheer
inzignifcance. Zaphod walked in
and walked out aboul three
minutes later. Ergo. Zaphod
Beeblebrox has an ego bigger
than the yniverse) Zaphod is the
only person cut of the group
(excluding Marvin the Faranoid
Androidy that is pseudo-humanoid;
Zaphod's second head and third
arm have a tendency to stand oul
in crowds and very dull parties.
In the video version, Marvin the
Paranoid Android’'s mechanical
body was inhabiled by David
Learnar, with the voice being
supplied later by Sleven Moore.
David Learner alzo played Marvin
in the stage version of Hitch-Hiker,
s0 he was used o the role. Eddie,

tor the stage version: fake il Or, o
pul it another way, don't fake it
Anocther of the major problams
encountered by the special ef-
fects team throughout the series
was trying to make Mark Wing-
Davey's second head and third
arm look believable. Were thare
any problems with the Zaphod
Beeblebrox costume? "Yes," said
Sandra Dickinson. “Most of the
problems were from his paint of
vienw. |1 (the mechanical ‘puppet
head' and 'third arm’' apparatus)
was wvery difficult to wear, very
heavy, and | think it did trouble
his back a bil. It was also diflicult
o work by remote control, wiorking
the face and everything.”

More  problems  revolving
around special elfects arose
when The Guide was produced
ari stage at the Rainbow Theatre,
where the larges! stage produc-
tion of The Guide was performed.
In a space that size, Adams
thought, the story would often

“The future of THE HITCH-
HIKER’S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY
is infinite, as is the imagination
that fuels it on its wholly remark-

able and totally improbable
journeys through a universe that

is as absurd as it is endless.”

the shipboard computer, was
given lite by David Tate.

Unfortunately, the aclors who
plaved Ford Prefect and his fe-
male companion Trillian in the
radio series were unavailable for
the video wersion dueg 10 prior
commitments. Geoffery McGivwon
and Susan Sarandon were re-
placed by David Dixon and Sandra
Dickinson, respeclively. In & re-
cent interview for Fantastic Films,
Sandra Dickinson had this to say
about her rele in The Guide:

“lI hadnl heard all the radio
saries 50 il was quite nice o be
able to step into the role without
any preconceived ideas. And
obwiously there wazs no way |
could have done it the way it was
before, because I'm nothing like
that. But | did feel very much a
part of the new team. f was good
fun.”

The video wversion did suffer
from some major problems, how-
ever, the biggest of which was
encountered when the BBC set
designers attempled 10 visualize
the bizarre, strange and ofien
mind-bogaling setlings in which
Our Heroes often found them-
selves. This problem was solved
in much the samea way that it was

give way o visuals. His fears were
founded as the infricate story was
often lost amidst the scenery,
making Adams a littie wary 1o try
and visually adapt Hitch-Hiker's
again. But the BBC, realizing the
immense popularity of the show
thus far, finally coaxed him into it.

The first episode of the lele
vision adaptation of The Mifch-
Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy ap-
peared on BBC 2 last year. The
end resull was almost as good as
the original, with the BEC spend-
ing large amounts of moneay on its
production

The end of the original serial
lefl the viewers to wonder about
the fates of Zaphod and Trillian,
with Ford and Arthur being lafl on
the planet Earh some two thou-
sand years before the Vogon
destruction of the planet Douglas
Adams had also been workking
Adams had also bean working on
anocther ielevision serial, but which
has, since been unforiunately
cancelled by the BBC.

The original book, The Hifch-
Hiker's Guide fo the Galaxy, is
available in hardcover by Har
maony Books in the Uniled Stales.
The Guide is due 1o premier in
paperback later this year in the

States. The original paperbacks
were printed in England by Pan
Books (Hitch-Hiker's Guide: 895
pp., Aestaurant at the End of the
Universe: 95 pp) Douglas Adams
is currently working on the thind
book in the series which should
be released somelime near the
end of this year. This third book
will be completaly new and orig-
inal, which may later be adapied
into the second ielevision serial
or the third radic series.

There are two albums, The
Hitch-Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy
and The Restaurant at the End of
the Universe. These two long
playing albums contain the orig-
inal two radio serials. A 45 rpm
record was also released with the
theme music ta the serigs.

The official Hitch-Hiker tee
shirts have finally been approved
by the BBC and are available in
England. The various designs ang
the “Don't Panic" television logo,
the logo from the televizion sernies,
The Restaurant at the End of the
Universe book logo, and (he 1040
of the Inlergalactc Plutonium
Rock Band, Disaster Area.

Oiher items have been appear-
ing at comnventions of late, includ-
ing silk-scresnad towels reading
Dont Panic, and Hilch-Hiker's
Guide to the Galaxy Survival Kits,
with ewverything the complete
Hitch-Hiker needs ({including
babel fizh). These items are usu-
ally not autharized by the BBC,
but are fan produced and prelly
classy.

The radio series (both of them),
have been distributed 1o the Ma-
tional Fublic Radio affiliate sla-
tions, usually with the Star Wars
radio sernes. 1N some nstances,
The Guide has gotten befter
ratings than the Star Wars radio
Series.

Currently the plans are tor the
series 1o be distributed by either
RCT (Rockefeller Center Televi-
sion) or Lignhear Television Lim:-
ited. the current distributors of the
Doctor Who series. Lionhear dis-
tributes most of the BBC serials
in packages such as Greal Per
formances, Once Upon A Classic
or Masterpiece Theatra. Can any-
one oul there imagine Alastair
Cooke introducing the worheaded
Zaphod Beablabrox?

The best thing anyone can do
o encourage the disinbution of
the series is 10 wrile 10 bolh the
BEBC and Lipnheart. Lionheart's
addreszs iz Lionhear Television
Lid, 40 West 57th Street, New
York, NY 10019, BBC Enterprises,
Villers House, The Broadway,
London, W5 2PA England. I both
companies get enough responsa
in favor of the series, it could be
digtributed in the United Staies
as early as the end of the yvear

The future of The Guide is infin-
ite, as is the imagination thak fuels
it on its wholly remarkable and
Ially improbable joumeys, hrough
auniverse thatisas absurd asitis
endless. B
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