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LAk, MAT T TRIBES-
BABYLOMIAN, AEM ::-:D-HE
OF OF ANY CARVE IT, THAT'S
KMo ORIGIMT A CINCH!




MSTER VAN REIK, WHOM MY FATHER, PRO-
FESSOR MATTHEW HOLDEN HAD HIRED TO
GUIDE OUR PARTY TO THE KAZIRI COUNTRY,
JOMED US IN THE CAVE OF THE STATUE!

I iSCOVERED THE
K&ZIRIS AS FAR AS T
WNOW, I WAS THE FIRST
CUTSIDER, THE HATIR)
HAD EVER SEEM!THEY
MEVER LEANE THIS
TERRITORY,.ITIS A LaW
{OF THEIR. RELICION! &

AND A STRANCE
RELIGICN ITMUST
BE FROAM WHAT

YOU'VE TOLD ME!

NOW WHAT ABOUT

THESE CEREMOMIES

Yo MENTICHEDE

FIRST THMOGS FIRST,
SR wWollLDuT ToU
LIKE TO SEE
WHAT THEY'RE DOiMNCr
TS YOUR JEEP?

THE JEEP?
Co000 GRAVY!
THOSE CURIOUS
SAVAGES WILL
MAKE A MESS
oF IT!
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FATHER wAS VERY UPSET..
THAT IS, UNTILCARL MOFFET,
HIS A55|51A.-41-; EXAMINED THE

YOU SEE, PROFESSOR.,
THEY FIXED IT!THESE
PRIMITIVE PECPLE A
WHOD HEVER S W
A CAR..OR USED &

A MNODERM

?;Fr. JEEF HAD STALLED WHEN WE'D COME
THE VILLAGE. NOW,THE KAZIRI WERE
SNAR AR ABRSUT ITLKE FLIEES. .CHATTERING

LOUDLY AND USING THE TOOLS FROM OUR KiT..

-

THEY MEVER USED
THEM,...BUT THEY
L-:? IDEH:.E .E.K.PEET
T
AMECHANICS !




(LT SEEMED THAT WE'D STUMBLED Y YES, L THIMK
3 SAMETHNG 50 IWWPORTANT o SO/ SORRY
THAT ALL THE HIGTORY BOOKS ]

bl NBIST
WISULD HAVE TO BE REWRITTEM. § T COMe
THATS WHAT MSTER WaAN REIK - :
TOLD ME LATER .

I-I DOoNT
UNDERSTAND \1 SUSPRCT, MiSs!

THE FLULL
MEAM NG OF
IT, MISTER

THAT JUST MEANS THAT THEY | | THE DEEPEMING MYSTERY OF THE KAZIR!
ARE STRONG..POWERFUL ... PEOFLE AND THE OREATER MYSTERY OF THE
LIKE THE ELEPHANT OR LION, STATUE IN THE CAVE FILLED ME WiITH CREAD,
WHO HAVE NO NATURAL EM- THAT NIGHT, THE DRUMS BEGAN TO BOOM...
e, EMIES ! WHAT IS5 THE b :
i WEAPON THAT MAKES
THE KAZIRl SO

WE WERE OUT OF CUR TENTS IN SHORT -

IT COMES FROM THE
ORDER . MISTER VAN REIK WITH RIPLE ; o, W
HAND, WAS SPEAKING HURRIEDLY TO FATHER... LS A

THIS IS IT,

= EVERY
THOUSAND YEARS
PROFESSOR...THE |

WHAT /5

THIG Y WHAT A STROKE

OF LUCK FOR US
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T WAS LIKE NO TRIBAL CEREMONY TD EVER
SEEMN. TO ME IT LOCHKED sAORE LIKE A
DREGS PARADE AT WEST POINT... PRIMITIVE
EAVAGES ENGAGED N CLOSE ORDER DRILL...

WHAT O YO MAKE
OF IT, PROFESSORT
YOU'VE BEEN

STUSY G THEM ..

IT'S BECOINMING TO RORA A
PIETURE ! THEIR. HEAD =
DRESGES... MADE OF AMIAAL
SHING AND WOVEN GRASS,,
ARE PRIMITHNVE COPIES OF
HELMETS FOR TECHMICIANS
LOTS... CREVWAEM.,.,

COM'T YO é&wm BELIEVE DAD WaS
SEE WHAY IT OUS...BUT HE WASITHEN
REPRESENTS T HE TURNED TOWARD THE CAVE...
COUNTLESS A SPACE surr!
CENTURIES ! THESE PECPLE THE KAZIRI
LOOH, AT CHCE MADE THE PROOE M BOT WAMT
THE CHIEF.. CONTALT WITH LIES ™ THE Us 14 THERE
HIS HEAD= BEME FROM STATUE...TD RIS HT MO
CRESE... QUTER THE CAVE..,
HIS SUIT
OF SKING...

SWIFTLY WE RAN TO THE GREAT WALL OF
THE CLIFFE RISING ABOVE THE HATIRIVILL AGE.

FATHER HADR EVIDENTLY DOME SOME PREVIOUS

INVESTIGATION OF IT..FOR HE REACHED mTO

A HDOEN CREVICE AMD PULLED SOWETHIRCY

MNSIOE. SUDDENLY, A HUDE DOOR, OPENED /

WHAT 15 THIG WHEN I REALIZED
WHAT I was
LooKiNG For!

WE HURR IEC COWN MMNENSE -34;5-.51- CORRICORS
D CARGLUANTLLAN ROGMS WHICH HOMNEYSSIAED
THE INTERIOR OF THE CLIPF.IT WASs LIKE A4
YAST LNODERGROUND CITY.. AD WE SCURRIED
N ITS CORKERS LKE INTRUDING ANTS...

A

HERE =
WHERE THEY
TEACH THEIR
MECHANICS. .,
BLLEFRINTS
IZER
EACH
GEMERATION!




THERE WAS NO END TO THIS IMMENSE MO] THE STATUE!

PLACE. WE CLIMED OIANT STEPS  AND oR THE FART OF
RODE UPWARD 1N COLLOSAL BELEVATORS HIM, YOU DON'T SEE

THEN ==

UNTIL WE EMERGED IN WHAT DAD CALLED | | FROM ABOVE! H=HE was

A conTROL RO0M...

GRAVY...
\ AGANT! )

COREECTION! /& ALIVE!
HE IS M SUSPEMDED
AN ETION.. HIS HEART
BEATG (MCE EVERY
THOUSAND YEARS!

THE KAZIRI cAME AFTER US | |BUT ILL NEVER FORGET THE
WITH SOMETHMNG THAT IGHNITED | |SINGLE BOOWING THUMWP THAT
THE WHOLE JUNGLE AND SET IT | [CAME FROM THE GLANT'S
ol FIRE.HOW WE ESCAPED, TLL| |CHEST._ AND THE GUST OF
NEVER HKHOW TILL THIG DAY... | |WiND CAUSED BY THE HHALE
— . ARD BEHALE OF ONE BREATH
TAKEM AFTER, A THOUSAND

0% Sy i
I i'-:I:."--'..'.'- -'-'&" I-. s Tk
L B e
oy i

=

T S e e
- : Y

NoR THAT FRACTION OF A

SECOND WHEN THOSE GREAT
WOBILE EYES CAME ALIVE
TO WATCH LS AS WE RAN..EYES
THAT STILL WAIT AND WATCH
THE WORLD... FOR WHATZ
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