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HOW DO You FEEL ABOUT i

LEAVING ON THE FIRST MANNED ) 15 THERE ANY TRUTH

MISSION TO ORBIT VENUS, et TO THE RUMOR THAT THERE
COMMANDER TRACY # |

ARE HARD FEELINGS

AMONG THE THREE OF You?
ANY HESITATIONS Abto

YOURSELVES INTO SUSPE'N'DE.F‘ HNFHATION

SORRY, GENTLE MEN.
NO COMMENTS. NO,
IF You'LL EXCUSE
LIS, WE HAVE A
ROCKET TO CATCHY

THE ﬁe:GRP,f{? IV CouEHS
FLAME, SHURPLPERS, AN THEN
SF.E';MG-S ALAET LIKE 3OME GREAT
BEAST, HIGHER ANEZ HI&HE??

L

FIRST THE MognN. THEN

—_— {
e e MARS, AND NOW, MAN /5 L EAV— e 1 |
= S ING ON THE LONG JOURNEY TD A |

7 P PLANET 50 STRANGE AND BEAU-

THFUL THAT IT LiLL LEAVE HIiM,
LITERALLY... i
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THE WOLENCE OF THE GIANT ENGINES PIES AS
SUBPENLY AS IT BEGAN ANP ScorFie IT SLIFS
INTO A SILENT OREBIT ARCUNE THE EARTH:

LWHERE THE PREFPARFATIONS FOR
THE LONG TRIP TO VENUS BEGIN/

CAN'T YO tdork ANY
FASTER, tiL Son 7

ALL PONE! THE COMPU- £
I TER HANPLES THE REST.
ITLL ETECT VS FROM EARTH
GE‘EIT’ANP GIHEN GJE LIAKE
p VP, LIELL BE CIRCLING VENUS!

~ OH, SHUT UF, APAMS !
I SICKOF LISTENING
L TO YOUR GRIPING.
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B s£F You cREEFPS IN
EIGHT MONTHS |

| A STOW T BOTH OF

~( You! BEFORE T BASH /’

IN YOUR STUPIP SKULLS! ;’f
L s e - i
II irl J

G T R THERE 15 NO SOUNP AS THE METEORS g
THE CHILLING GAS SEEPS INTO THE CHAMBERS RIE THROUGH Scoft Pi0 1V, NGO SouNBIN

AND THE NUMBING PROCESS BEGINS, WHEN A THE S/ILENT VACUUM OF SPACE...
SHRILL RINGING FILLS THE SHIP.. oo AND NO ONE TO HEAR.,..
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IN SUSPENDED #HrHATfﬂN THERE 15 NO TIME. A ss.:arm 4 YEAR, ACENTURY CAN PAS3
/N A SINGLE SLEEP FOR A MAN. ONLY THE COMPUTER, WITH ITS ELECTRONIC MEM-
ORY, KNOLS LIHEN To RELEASE THE GARMING GASES S50 THE BLOOD FLOWS, THE

- MUSCLES STIR, ANP:.. —

THOSE METEORS MUST
HAVE PUSHEP U3 OFF CoURsE! .
E LWEREN'T SUFPOSEDP To LAND— §
JUST ORBIT/ f

L[ IT'S ALMOST WORTH IT;
JU:ET TO SEE THIS! LIFE ‘on
VENUS Y (IE THOUGHT IT a5
IMPOSSIBLE IN A HELIUM-
OZONE ATHOSPHERE, Sur

I wisH WE cowp! I'veE Gor
BAP NEWS! THE SHIP'S AIR SUFPPLY
ISsGoNE ! ALL WEWE GOT |3 on
OUR BACKS... AND THAT'LL
ONLY LAST Told HOURS !

T
. %o,

oy ) . : - -
THESE PLANTS THRIVE - R e L =
ON IT i Y\ \ g Al L
; : ] ! TR = WE 'VE GOT ONE CHANCE! 3 i
o AN EMERGENCY SUPPLY SAT- | 24

L i ELLITE &JAS SENT To ORBIT
! : VENUS BEFORE WE LEFT, JUST
IN CASE SOMETHING LIKE

THI PENED | ﬁ?ﬁ
r( W THIS_HAP) dad i3>
1‘“

wﬁ' ::AH ER.’H& T Pﬂmﬂ CHTH
OUR SwiT RARPIOS. 1T HAS AR,
LIATER, FOOP — ENOUGH TO
LAST FOROVER A YEAR.,. T
A UNTIL A RESCUE SHIF FROM iy
T EAHTH GETS HEFFE‘ :

\_‘;v

'.I'Tl‘-l'E RE'S GN ;_y
ONE PROBLEM.

ONE OF US [;.J;ILL
HAVE TO DIE!

THE EMERGENCY
SATELLITE @ILL TAKE
THREE HOURS TO LMD.

BuT, fJE ONLY
HAVE Tido HOURS OF
aw-:;EN E.ﬂc.t-.f i




-1;1 . ONLY, HOL) DO WIE

2 DECIPE WHICH ONE # ()
5 THE FAIREST wAY ) Sl - ~h
\ /15 To DRAW e

THERE'S GOT TO BE [ L
%ﬁ.&'ﬁ way ! e G—ﬁ'}"d : fgjuér EJNE !
BuT WE&‘EW n /’/—_ﬁ
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ﬁ-.;-r STRALS ! )
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 ToucH BREAK, )
. SORRY, APAMS...
S\ 1
LT

{

W NOS GET :
E! T : M\ s Yo
fi EPON'T AN _ 1 ot COME BACK,
i A o Al FOOLS IF You RUN

AWAY, WELL ALL DIE!

Y - on, ApAMS.. _
¥ YOU GOT THE SHORT STRAL).




W RN . NN WS

L el . W

¥ CAN'T RISK A SHOT...
s PHGHT HIT HIS AR TANKSY

i s

34

Apar s’ AGONIZEP SCREAMS ARE
SILENT, ECHOING INSIDE HIS SUNT,
GWHERE ONLY HE CAM HEAR THEM 1.

Wz A\ e
Fedtilt ; WA

T a7 HirM! RiPodT HIS

RADIO! —AT LEAST wE

LWON'T HAVE T8 LISTEN
To Hir!

N, SHUT THE HOSE VALVES
ANDP GET HIS TANKS !

. . W 7 o SR T . - z
UNTIL THE LAST THIN BREATH OF OXYGEN 18 GONE, ANP THE |,
ST CONTAINS ONLY THE BLEAK VACUUM OF SPACE ... %, i

752 LI e S N 2 o
AP Now, ALL WE HAVE B
TO PO 15 &AIT 1

_ EARTH 15 SURE TO
SEND A SHIP WHEN THEY
DaN'T GET U5 aN
THE RADo!




_-r- _v;-:-_'_'!'r:-.ﬁ""l‘::')tl . ‘;-_. - -I...:;—l .-:u
Nt G s
THE MINUTES SEEM LIKE HOURS, LIKE CENTURIES, IN THE UN-
EARTHLY JUNGLE, WHERE THE SILENCE |5 BROKEN ONLY BY THE
SLOL) HISSING OF THE LiFE- G IVING OAYGEN AS IT 15 BEING USED..,
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SOON, WE'LL BE HOME FREE! W et (s
THE RESCUE SHIPS CAN HOME IN ON Juw..-"' A BYT LIHERE 15 1T LHY
THE SATELLITE'S FREQUENCY T2 ),l _ | HASN'T |T LANDED? TS

BEEN OVER Two Houes
ALREADY !
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YOUR GAME = - Ydu BLaN
TO DouBLE-CROSS ME

AND LET ME DIE S CAELL,
I'M TAKING IT ALLY

NO, aliLSoN !
REALLY, T...

: FOIiSoNaUsS AIROF VENLS
N Ll MAKE 1T GUIcKk FOR Yot
= |

0 A 5 %7
#ﬁ%ﬂ

MY AIR 'S GETTING BAG!
GIVE ME ONE OF THE

CEREA THE DEEP TRACY! THE
SPARE TANKS! __d

GET IT WHEN I 54y X
S0 AND NOT BEFORE!

7 NOL, AT LEAST ONE )
OF US Will GET BAck
TO EARTH ALIVE ..,




THE MINUTES CREEF BY, o JAITING, WAITING, AS ... AND GASPING BREATH-
THE PRECIOUS OXYGEN THE MINUTES TURN LESSLY FOR THE LAST

HISSES AGIAY, AS i~ TO HOURS... F"”’}T LHIFF OF
THE JATELLITE 3HoULD SoN FRANTICALLY OXYGEN
BE HERE ANY MOMENT, NOwW, SEARCHES THE 3KIES. .

ANP I'LL BE JaFE!

W soow, IT'LL LAND,
ANP I'LL HAVE ALL THE
AIR T NEED ! 500N...

 WAITING FOR THE SATELLITE |~
THAT LiLL NEVER COME...

* Too0 LATE'
THEY'RE ALL PEAD!
BUT ItV

THERE THEY
[ ARE! WE FOUND

Y DIDON'T THEY TUST
TAKE OFF THEIR HELMETS
g ANDP LET THE FRESH AIR INT

I GUESS THEY
DIDN'T KNOW.

QE'VE BEEN SEARCH-
ING FOR THEM EVER
SINCE THE METEORS
HNOCKEDP THEIR SHIF
BACK TO EARTH HERE
IN THE AMAZON JUNGLE!
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