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ROZEN
/3

S HEAD
MOST
SCHEMIN'

AS HE
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BEAUTIFUL CREATIONS,
FOR NARY A MINUTE

.+« FIGURIN
HOwW TO GET AWAY

You cAN ALMOST
SEE THE WHEELS N
oL' PIERRE

CHURNIN'

STANDS THERE F

IN AEAR BEFORE
ONE A' GOD'S

e woN'T MOVE
ON WHAT TO PO..:
FROM THE PLANTS...
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U'HEN, REAL SUDDEN-LIKE..,
AND WITH THE CRAZIEST
GLEAM YOU EVER SAwW IN
PIERREILL 20 STARK " P
D) 'L GO i
RAVING MAD 1t
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ON THE FLOWER,
AND START
RIPPING (T
APART WITH
AN INSANE
VENGEANCE/!

L. T

[FINDP NOT UNTIL THE FLOWER IS A DEAD MASS
OF TORN PETALS AT HIS FEET WILL PIERRE
SINALLY COME OUT OF HIS TRANCE,..
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" P
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, ... HONG ENOUGH To CREMATE ANY SEMBLANCE OF
P LIFE LEFT IN THAT PLANT,
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FLOWERS, /44 A

e

YOu'LL 3
. CURSE ME §
/7 NO LONGER/ A\




90 REMEMBER THE DAY oL' MAD P!ERRE SET FIRE S 1T i s S
To THE ROCK COUNTY WOODS . MAYBE HE GOT t HATEUER...HE HAD A E w#‘f _
A LITTLE CARELESS WHEN HE WAS CREMATIN \ GOIN' THAT TOOK upeelézv

ALL "THEM. TREES ON PURPGSE 5, o iaose
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FOLKS IN THESE PARTS DIDNIT TAKE KINDLY
T0 PIERRE SBURNIN' UP THEIR TREES, BUT
THEY SHRUEEED IT OFF, BECAUSE OF PIERRE'S
WIFE !

BESIDES... W\ARGARET WAS EXPECTIN AT —

TIME. AND IF WEID A LOCKED PIERRE UP Jus
'CAUSE HE WAS CARELESS WITH HIS MATC=ES 7

WOULDA, DEPRWEF MARGCARET'S BARY OF =4
A FATHER,.
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«... EVEN |F THAT
FATHER WAS OLD
MAP PIERRE !

\'.'DLJST ARBOUT Evaﬁwanw LOVES AND RESPECTS
~ THAT WOMAN, SHE'S BEEN A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
AND I GUESS WE ALL FIGURED THAT |F
| SOMEONE AS GOOD AS MARGARET COULD
Jf PUT UP wWITH PIERRE... WELL, THEN COULDN'T
‘U WE ALL?
BMEEEEE YAEF L

28 DIDN'T REALLY COME INTO THE ACT UNTIL
THE DAY THAT BARY DECIDED HE WANTED
TO SEE THE wagg_p
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[FIND EVEN THEN, PIERRE
WOULDN'T LET ME TOUCH
MIS WIFE /1

" PIERRE GO .t \ ' PIERRE WASNERVQUS..JITTER‘:”'
FE}ES&EE‘;: NS 4 ~ J AND T THOUGHT IMEETECLEﬁt ::
AN | - Leaa'. CERTAIN APPREHENSION |
\ HURRY [/ SR 35 ) i B (/7 = [IKE...LIKE MAYBE HE DIPN'T WANT
T 4l S ' THIS BABY /
50




[}JE E E STAND THERE LISTENIN' TO HIS HE TOLD ME OF A MOTHER HE NEVER KAMEW... AND OF A STEP-
MADE M N . \ |

MOTHER HE WANTED TO KNOW./A BEAUTIFUL YOUNG WOMAN
W _THE LABOR F’“";‘E- PIERRE'S MOTHER DIED [/
SRl S cralgt ik B AR :

%.. PIERRE TOLD ME OF HIS f
- CHILDHOOD. HOW,AS A
~% BOY, HE HADP LIVED ON
D PN —. . A GREAT FLORALEDP
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BUT MARIE WAS /ND/IFF. PIERRE. SHE SHOWED MORE
AFFECTION FOR THE FLOWERS WITH WHICH SHE SURROUNDED
HERSELF... AT A TIME WHEN PIERRE MEEDED AFFECTION,..

o L 11’-.1:' "- '1.":[5_—1.-'.:.-??-1...-.- P g - 'ul

AND PIERRE'S FATHER AND UNCLES WERE NO BETTER/ A T s
70 THEM, MARIE AND HER FLOWERS WERE BEAUTIFUL/! ! Q e D
PIERRE,.. NOTHING MORE THAN A CHILDSOME MUISANCE,/ PIERRE'S FATHER AND UMCLES

DID NOT SEE WHAT MARIE
REALLY WAS, PIERRE WAS
THE FIRST TO KNOW THAT
MARIE WAS A WITCH...!

\ ‘ LANGUISHED IN THE
| Wl LUXORY OF PIERRE’S
| u FATHER'S M/EALTH !

T

(o
¥
-~ s
+ i T ‘?:‘-..--"‘
WITCH'S CURSE ON HIM ./ % ; "':’-“?"}i."}“-f i A
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SO PIERRE SPENT HIS TIME INA . N\ R 15 A e A TR IOR
DARKENED CELLAR BROODING... | [lif A2 I |
HIDING /
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"." WHILE HIS NEW T3
i E‘MGTHER.THEWIM éi

\‘
WITH HIS KNOWLEDGE PIERRE BEGAN A/D/NG FROM TE e i 7 !\
MARIE. HE KNEW THAT IF SHE LEARNED PIERRE : R {; _

HAD FOUND HER OUT... SHE WOULD PUT A
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LAND 1T WAS THEN THAT .uw::: CHRSEﬁ Him

BUT LITTLE BOYS CAN'T STAY IN CELLARS FOREVER,
ALONE WITH HIS THOUGHTS, PIERRE BEGAN

_"'-.\_‘
DOUBTING... \AYBE "'-""ul'-\q WASNT A WITCH : YQU ARE EFITEFUL TN \ 7 You SEEKTG " Aﬂp H.:-_.?
! i f |" ¥ bt
ﬂ;ﬁ#aﬁ ”ghgﬁgﬁﬂﬁhfﬂ”“ 2% | AND SPOLLED,PIERRE! ¥ O/STRACT  FLOWERS |
A kit e — YOU WANT ME FROWMNY, DONOT |
Y ' G | | ATTENTION, WHEN  FLOWERS... A LIKE THAT, /
\ You DESEEVE i A

.;.; 3EWAR£ smmencmu:ﬂ 3
MY PLANTS WILL SEEK 'n
VENGEANCE FOR YOUR ;
INSOLENCE / THEY WILL

...AND WITH THAT, PIERRE'S

STEPMOTHER WENT ABROUT

HER fL!FE AS REFORE...BESTOW- aﬁLHD IJ:' NMEF JWAITED FOR ﬁuﬁ,ﬁ\RIEIS CURSE
ING ALL HER AFFELTION ON

HER FLOWERS... SAYING NOKNE

FOR POOR LITTLE PIERRE.

AS HE GREW
PIERRE
SHUNNED
OTHERMEN
s HE
BECAME
A LONER.,

"-llr'l';’r*
HE FEARED ALL TYPES OF PLANT-LIFE.. v ,.;4;,._,1
EXPECTING THEM TO TURN_INTO HElMEDdS i _.-t._,_;_ﬂ,,. 3
MONSTERS... WAITING _TO PEVﬂUR HIM../ n,,: Sai
PIERRE BECAME PARANOI/D /! 2

f -l'. F .__ L1 I'r"r;;

HE MOVED TO THE mw. “‘—-STREWH SFDRES QF
ROCK COUNTY, KNOWING QOF THE LITTLE VEGETATION a
THAT IS ABLE ‘TO GROW HERE. HERE HE AMET 'tr
AND MARRIED MARGARET.. . AND SHE r;r:Jb..wm.ED
MM THAT THE SHOULD HAVE A CHILD..I

AND NOW, PIERRE TOLD ME HOW HE FEARS

FOR HIS CHILD'S L/FE... BECAUSE OF THE
CURSE.,!
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AND THEN HE
BORN SON. WHEN T
WHO WAS IN MORE SHOCK THAN POOR PIERRE...

DOCTOR , WHAT
IS THE MATTER?
MARGERET...

)

i, |
|
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*

AW,

T

BUT

=

THIS 1S FOOLISHNESS pPIERRE
THERE wAS NEVER A cz%gﬁwa R
CHILDISH MIND SIMPLY E D
YOUR STEP-MOTHER SPENDING

MORE TIME WITH HER
FLOWERS THAN WITH
You !

BUT L
PLEASE PIERRE.. §

WITH THAT, OLD MAD PIERRE
ALLOWED ME TO ATTEND TO
HIS WIFE... AND THE BIRTH

QF
-i~.*a1+'TED AS IMPATIENTLY AS
AN

IN THE ADJOINING ROOM..!

HEARD THE CRIES OF HIS NEW -
EMERGED, I FEAR IT WAST

S SHE,.,

i

;" Y=YOUR
WIFE |S
FINE PIERRE/
YOou,..You HAVE
Asﬂ”ii- El'l
E‘uTlll

PIERRE DIDN'T WAIT FOR MY EXPLANATION.
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HIS FIRST CHMILD! HE —

EAPECTANT FATHER

WHAT IS IT,
DOCTOR?
TELL ME..,

PLEASE,./

HE KNEW SOMETHING WAS WRONG., TERRIBLY WRONG
«.AND HE RAN TO HIS WIFE AND NEWBORN CHILD.

Wy

AND I FEAR
LB AT IF

% PIERRE WERE #
NOT ALREADY

¢ MAD... HiE

;
|

.I.'|- d
)

o

WOULD HAVE i
* INDEEP i
L LOST HIS
= M/ND THAT
JIGHT...

. THAT MIGHT HE
FIRST LAID EYES ON
THE NEWBORN SON
HE HAD SIRED...




THEY NAMED HIM 8U¢D/
AND IN TRUTH, HE WAS
JUST A LITTLE SPRoUT/

IT TOOK. PIERRE AWHILE

Y4710 GET ¢/SED TO THE

WAY HIS BOUNCING BABY
BOY LOOKED...

.. TOOK, HIM
AWHILE TO
UNDERSTAND
THAT 7AH/S
WAS THE
CURSE HIS
STEPMOTHER
HAD INFLICTED
UPON HIM.. !

PIERRE
IS ONE OF
THE MOST
DEVOUTED
FATHERS IN

v~ -“\wffvfﬁ”l:.-’r-ﬂ’; = "::_h.,:__ -
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PIERRE'S ST/LL A LONER/ STILL
DOESN'T SWAP LIES WITH THE BOYS
DOWN AT BARNEY'S!

HE'S STILL SCARED To DEATH OF

FLOWERS ! ONLY DIFFERENCE 1S,
HE DOESN'T DESTROY THEM NOW !

HE'S OFER THAT, THESE DAYS..!
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JUST THE SAME,
WE S77LL CALL
HIM MAL PIERRE.

SINCE HIS SON'S

BIRTH, HE'S BEEN
CRAZ/ER
THAN HELL /
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