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model robot who has the voice of that
familiar cowboy actor, Slim Pickens| The
scenes betwean these two will either have
you chuckling or chucking up. Rock
battom ks reached in the sequence where
the Pickens robot, dying in McDowell’s
“arma”, pives a heart-rénding  spasch
which ands with: “You'll always take §
pat of me wherever you go”. | was
expecting ot that point the robot to
sctually break off a piece of himself and
hand it ovar but no such luck.

The plot concarns a huge spaceship
— the LSS Cygnus — that hes been mis-
sing in space for 20 years and ks ascciden-
tably located by the crew of another ship
in the vicinity of a black hole, They
discover that its sole human inhabitant is
s scientist called Dr Hans Reinhardt
Aecording to him all the other members
of the crew headed back to Earth years
apo and he seems surprised whan he i
todd that they never made it It doesn't
take long to work out that Dr Reinhardt
is the archetypal mad scientist, particu-
larly the way the usually excellent
Gorman actor Maximilian Schell plays
him — he chews up more of the
surrounding scenery than the black hole
esetf.

Rainhardt's crew consists of a large
number of robots — somw of them con-

Reinhardt’s deputy is a robot
called Maximilian,

ventionsl and others with mirrored faces
and wearing monk-ike habits, The chief
robot, and Reinhardt's second-in-com-
mand, is & large, armoured monster called
ilian. Max i otwi L]
be the film's version of Darth Vader as
well @ representing Reinhardt's evil,
uncontrollable alterego, an  allusion
subtly telegraphed to the sudience by
glving him the same name as the star
[nudge, nudgel. Reinhardt himself is a
mixture of Captain Nemo and Captain
Ahsh — he hes deliberstely cut himself
off from the rest of the human race in
order to devots his life tomslly to his
obsession with the black hole which has
become to him the equivalent of Ahab's
white whale, He is determined to journey
into the hale and discover what lies
beyond, no matter what the cost.

His unwaleome visitors subsequantly
discover thet the other mambers of tha
crew never did lesve the ship but are still
on board — as Reinhardt’s slaves. He has
twrned them into cyborgs — part human,
part machine — and they now work for
him disguised & the mysteriously cowlad
robots. On  learning this the others
sttempt to escape but are prevented by
Reinhardt’s robots, There follows several
batties between robots and humans {snd
robots and robots) and finally the sur-
vivors all end up being dragged into the
black hole to meet their various meta-
physical fates . . .

The special effects, as you might
expect from the Disney studio, are
generally of a wery high standard, though
occasionally the wires holding up the
robats, and the humans, are all too visible
an screen. The sequonces at the beginning
of the picturs where the crew of the firm
ship encounter both the black hole and
the USS Cygnus are very impressive. At
first the Cygnus, which resembles a vast
Victorian glasshouse, is in darkness but
then it comes to life in a blaze of light
that s guite breath-taking, The effects in
Star Trek may have cost more but laek
such moments of imagination and style.
The general break-up of the Cygnus at the
and of the film is also spectacular, in par-
ticular one brief scene where & hugs
glowing meteor rolls through the interior
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Aboww: Dv Hans Reinerdt (Maximillan
Schall) conducts 8 tour of his ship, The
USS Cygmur. Lafi: One of the sinister
Fobot secwity puards stoard Rein.
karddt’s ship. Raght: Some exampies of
e promorional Brochures BT e
poured out of the Disney publicity offices
of the ship like a giant red snowball while
tiny human figures can be seen scurrying
away in front of it (Yes, | know ... it
wouldn't be glowing becauss thers
wouldn't be any osygen and all the air
would have shot out through the huge
hole it made on the way in, thus

For all its spectacle The Siack
Hole is a disappointment.

asphyxiating the humans instantly, but |
wasn't going to mention that.)

* But for all its undoubted spectacie The
Bilack Mole is fundamentally o disappoint-
ment. Buried within it somewhers is @
serious picture with an asdult theme but
onky fragments of it remain — the Disney
people decided to play It safe and take

the essy way out, eschewing originality
for warmed-over scenes from Star Wam
and sure-fire laughs from the “funny”
fobots. You can't, however, have it both
warys and hope to be successful; you can't
jump from matsphysics to  slapstick

mixture of two opposing styles, with the
result that the verious parts add up to a
rather bieak whole {sorry .

Still, on the whole {sorry again, | can't
help it), | found it much more fun than
the slow and portentous Star Trek, phus
the fact that it's thirty minutes shorter
with & running time of only 97 minutes.
In these days of long, long movies that's
quite an asset!
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