FANTASTIC VOYAGE

THIS MONTH, AS PART OF OUR ONGOING STARBURST SF CLASSICS SERIES, WE PRESENT A MOVIE
RETROSPECTIVE WITH A DIFFERENCE BY REGULAR CONTRIBUTOR TISE VAHIMAGH.
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e're told thet listening to ather |
paople’s conversations is rude. My

faaling is that it may be ruds, but
only I you're caught doing it. Most of
the time it can be sveral things: funmy,
infarmativa, curious, frightening,
enlightening or just plain dull, It s
sormmething that can also be highly addic-
tive, lsading on to the “hard stuf” such as
mking up llp reading,

Ono of the best places to practice the
art of sanmdropping & on the London
Undarground syetem. The tube trains,
especinlly on London's Morthern Linae,
can ba the Mecca for Those-Who-Listen, a
veritable Albert Hall for connolseurs of
other people’s conversations.

The “concert” of the year came slong
quite by sccident one morning on the
atoresaid Underground lins. It was tha
morming  following BBC-TWV's network
screening of Fantastic Voyogs.

O course, nobody ever really sets out
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with the specific intention of IEteningin
on the conversation betwsen two people
they va never ssan baforo in thair life, but
mayvba that's half tha fum aof it. The
London Underground system, following
the rush-hour stampeds of getting to the
office on time {or if you're late, st least
before the boss gets inl, [eaves the trains
looking like King Kong hat chewed on
them and then spat them beck owt. Inta

Fantastic Voyage stars Raguel

Walch in a ﬂ:in-tigﬂ wat-suit.

| this debris you coma, open up your news-
| paper/book/magazing s pritand
nobody elge i the world exists.

It was 8 morning like this that the two
“wirtuoso performen” of loud conwer-
sation stepped onto the train, Same car,
naxi station up the line.

Cine wan tha Talker, clearly & fanotical
film buff, and the other the willing
Listener, Ouestions from the captive
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audience were fot invited,

The whole thing went something like
this:

"What? You didn't see Faniasile
Vioyage last night? Didn't get home In
tima, eh

The Listener meekly shakes his head.

"Well, it wain't 8 new flim. About
thirtoen yesrs old | made in 1988, |
believe. By Fox, you know, 20th

| Centwry-Fox. It starred Stephen Boyd,

Edmund O'Brien, Donald Plessance,
Arthur Kennedy and — wearing & white,
sprayed-on wet suit — Raquel Welch.”

The Listener's eves light up for @
wecond &1 the mention, snd thought, of
Reguel Walch in & skin-tight wet suit, Tha
lecturme continues,

"It was 8 science fiction story. Well,
sort of sclence ficthon, Initead of all that
outer space siuff, this tdme it was inner
ipace, in & way. You ses, therse's this
important Crech scientist in Americs who
—_—r s o e s s,




suffers a serows brain injury after being
sttacked by evemy agonts who want to
ksap him guiet. His mind = full af all
these importent things that the Ameri-
cans want 1o know. 50 they take him to a
special place they called Gombinad Minia-
ture Deterrent Forces for an operation an
his brain, The trick i, though, that the
operagtion can only be performed from
fngice the brakn. You know, from inside
hiig head,™

Tha Listener look: up and forms an
expression that says elther " Absurd” or
"Wow, great!”

“No, homest, You ses, thoy have §

“They reduce a submarine and
inject it into a scientist’s body."

highly advanced new way, b new dis
covery that can shrink man and machines
down to any size they want, Mow, what
they're going to do is shrink down a
spacially designed submarine and & special
crew of exparts and inject tham all into
the scientist’s bloodstream. Great, huh?
Then the rest of the film shows us the
journey  this submaring has 1o ake
through all the arteries, copillanss, ducts,
through the inner sar, and then into the
beain itealf.”

The Litener & now hooked, &nd o
are most of the other people within ear-
gshot who also didn't sew Fantastic
Voyagd, .

“1 kenowe the story sounds & bit gilly.
firsi. In fact, | did road semewhers, in &
biook — called Futove Temnse, | think —
that if it were actually possible to shrink
five pecple and & subsmaring down 1o the
size of a human cell, the combined mass
would be 50 concentrated that it would
giraaght sway fall through the floor and
end up in the centre of the Earth,”

The List=ner, and ewveryons else
sround, castn tha Talker & suspicious
glance.

‘o, honest. I'm telling you that's
what it said. Anyway, the crew of this
subrmarine have two  problems. Well,
actually they have lots of problems but
the two big ones are that ong of the crew

*“When an hour is up the
submarine returns to normal size.”

is an emermy Bgent — and we don't know
who, yet — and that they have to finish
the job and get out in one hour beciusa
when their time i up they will sutomsati-
gally return 1o their normal size. Can you
imagine that . . . & submarine bursting out
of & man' head?! Well, anyway, thay
evarviually gat 1o the brain and repair the
damage — and they find out who the
enamy agent i, Maybe | shouldn't tell
yisid. Nah, you'd guess, anyway . . . it
turned out to be Doneld Pleasance,™

Tha Listener romains quite calm con-
sidering the high-tension of this row-
lation.

"“ou should've seen the sets they had,
Incradibie stuff. | rosd wemewhere once —
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I forpet whers, now — but they built a
gigantic model of the heart, and it was
the largest working model ever built. It
was about Torty feet wide and thirty fest
high. | also read somewhere that the
film's director, Richard Fleischer, said
that the whaole film took abouft 3 year o
make, Apparently, ome of the biggest
problams they had making it was using
the wires for the actors 1o appear a5 |f
they're swimming sround. Undersater,
like, know what | mean? Anyway, with
these actors suspanded aboul temnty or
thirty feet in the alr, pretending to be
serimming about, the whole thing bacame
quite dangerous. You ses, in order o
keap the wires sort of hidden — sspecially
with all those studio lighis — they wiped
thie wires with scid. That way they didn't
reflect light. Anyway, what happensd was
that the acid weskened some of these
wires and they kepl snapping.””

The Listener raises an eayebrow 1o
show that he's impressed with this infor-
matian.

“ou'wve hesrd of Richard Fleischer,
haven't yvou® You know . . . the director,
Wall, he directed 20,000 Lesgues Undar
the Sea for Disney back 1954, You must
know it, it wat the one with [Kirk
Dougles, James Mason and the
“Mautilus.” Well, anmyway he did that one
and both films — 20,000 Lesgues Linder

the Sea and Fantastic Voyage, | moan -
pre similar in many ways, don't you
think? Sorry, that's right, vou missed
Fantastic Voyage, didn't you? The film
wai based on a siory by Oito Klement
and Jerome Bixby — which was later
novalized, you know, turned into 8 book
by lmaac Agimov. Jerome Bixby also
wrole the Mirror, Mirror, 8y Amy Gther
Marme, Day of the Dove and Reguiemn for
Merhusalah episodes for Star Teek. Oh,
you didn't see those either, eh? The guy
whio adapted Klsment and Bixby's siory

wat David Dunesn, Dawid Duncan, you

know. Did you over soe George Pal's The
Tima Machina? Oh, wall, David Duncan
did the seript for thet."”

The Listoner looks wp at the cedflng, o
if searching the corners of his mind for a
memgry of The Time Machina,

“Oid 1 el vou that the LIS who did
the special sffects on Fantestic Voyege -
L. B. Abbat, &rt Cruickshank and Emil
Kosa Jr — did mast o the etfecs Tor
Irwin &len, ha did The Poseidon Advan-
ture, Towering Inforno, as well = tha
Lost in Spoce and Voysge to the Bottom
of the Sea tv series. Come on, you must
hava sean at loat one of them? Oh, well.™

Orther films about minioturised
paople wara plannad.

The Lewnar looks sway, now fealing
i i1 hig lite @ incarmplats

“I wondar what ever happened 1o
those other films that they were Going (o
make? You know, othar films that
fegture ‘minfatume poople’ ke Fantesthc
Voyage. There wai supposed to hava been
Tha Micronauts, one of those mult-

million dollar epics. Hey, did vou know
that an eacly title for Feantastle Veyage
was Microscopia? They were also going 1o
make Cold War in &8 Country Garden, if
you romember. Now that could've besn
really pood! Oh, by the way, did yau
natice James Brolin a3 one of the tech-

nicians in Fantmtic Voyege? Sorry, that's
right, vou didn't ses tha film. Waell,
atyweay, he appearsd as ane of the toch-
nicians. He later turned wup in Weshworld,
you know — one of the two guys, the ang
that got shot. Hey, did Yol ever ses West-
world? Mow that was good, You see,
there's this huge, futuristic plessure resort
and . . . Hey, here’s our suation. Come
on ™

&g the wein doors open, the Listener
funs t©0 hid pol and says: ““Now |
remaember Fantmstic Voyage! Yeah, |'ve
saen it before!™e
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