


& aclors have become the re-
positories of the original ideas
from Star Frek. The people who

understand the concept's physical elements
are those who were in the cast and eréw of
the original serees. ™

Spaken without-a touch of boast fulness,
Mark Lenard arrived a1 thal conclusion
\ dhuring the early days of production on Sfar
Trek II: The Search for Spock. Lenard
{interviewed in STARLODG #42) bears the
¢ distinction of being the only actor (aside

from the casl regulars) v appear four times
b i the TV and film series, in three different
b tob=s. He has returned to the Star Treek
universe in his most famous part; Sarek,
former Valcun ambassador and father of
Caplain Spock,

Lezpard sxplains his ““actors as reposi-
pories'’ statement this way: “"When | came
bin for the makeup tests for Srar Trek 177,
nobody really knew how o do Sarek's
fpok. They had a few gensral ideas. 1
Bronght dpictars in o show them whiat the
hair looked like. The original makeup ar.
; % from the TV series are gone; Fred

Phillips [who created the Vulcan look] has
tired, We had 10 dig up “Journey to
abel" [the TV episode in which Lenard
st plaved Sarek] and run §, just (o see
hat the makenp was bke, 10 book al the
gle of the eyebrows,
| “The actors remain while other people
have turned over many times. Harve Ben-

Beil has come in as execotive producer,
Liene Boddenberry i there, bui in an ad-
Spory capacity, to try and retain the in-
egrity of what Srar Frek 15"
¢ Expanding on the subject of maksup,
Lenard reveals a subile difference between
e TV and ri.|.:ll'l verzsions of Voalcan
Physiognomy. ““You may have noticed that
e ears have changed, ™ he says, ' They us-
e o b= much higger; now, they're more
wielicate. They have a mew makeap man,
Pom Burman. He and his organization
igve made slight changes, 1 like the new
sok. Aesthetically, it fits the face a Linle
Belter, Al the movie scresn is 50 musch
pigger than the TV screen chat you can be
ore delicate, things don’t need to be em-
phasized so0 much.

D 'Oine oaleer thing on makeup—a funny
» Agewize, I had been made to look
der back during ‘Babel,’ but when | came

@ for the tests this time, Leonard Mimoy

it | looked just about righit, Bt then
ihey did the makesup tesi. Leonard looked
Btit and said,*"Mark, you look more like my
Brother than my father!” So, they whitcned
iy hair some more, applied a stronger age

By PATRICK DANIEL O'NEILL
makeup—all in the name of Fatherhod, ™

Acting Feelings

Aldthough Sarek 5 defimtely” Star Trek
fians" favorite of Lenard's three roles in the
serigs. {the others are the Rormulan coin-
maisder 10 Balanes of Terror," amd Elingon
commander in Sear Trebk— e Moion Pie-
tiere), it [s mor the acoe™s own, He prefers the
Romulin role, observing that it makes
“greater demands on an aCLor's emobons
than Sarek doss,™ There are challengss 1o
playing the Yulcan ambassador, however.

Mark Lenard
Father To Spock

A beloved actor discusses his feelings for the craft, the logic of
vulcan and the emotional impact of "Star Trek II1."

acter actor’ means, I think of myself as an
actor. And every actor is a chasacter; every
ECLOF F||u.!.':q. charpders. When [ portragyed
Creneral Urko, the chiel gosiltain the Sl
af thea Apes TV serges, o was a character part
icr e, Hewis ancanimal; but he wasn't real-
b, hewas ncharacter with certain foibles. 've
played many polly viltalng, but sven then, 1 iry
i play them with thoss characiers' view-
poinis. MNoone really tries 1o be villaimous, A
willzin tries 10 win, or come ot ahead of
ewveryone clse, 1 den't look for sympathy, bt
1y 1o play each character sympathetically. ™

Mark Lenard and Wakter {“Chekov") Koenlg rehiearse thair two-man play, Actors, at
the Los Angeles STARLOG Fastival.

“Barek i5 an imrguing rode Tor an actar,”
Lenard savs, “becmuse of the Sinwardness" of
all his reactions. ln thal way, the rale ismuch
like what artors consider the most difficult
speech in Shakespeare—Hamlet*s *To be oa
nof o be' soliloquy. Essentially, thit speech
iz rather seadic, there sire no great dramatics in
it, and it s also all very Inward, Thereisa gren
deal brewing beneath the surface; and it musi
be shown with suggestion without the opgior-
tunity o ke overtly doomatse, 1 calls on
cpualitees thist an wctor either has innately, or
he dfogsa '

Iz there anything of Sarek in himself?
Lenard replies, “'Sure, When | play Sanck, |
don't think about plaving B, In any rale |
|'.'||.EI!| . -play mysell or & vanation of myself. "’
Yeil, he dossn’t consider himeell 8 charscier
actor. I don't know what the temm 'char-

Sarck's apparent lack of enwolions pre-
seniedl & specidl problem for Lenard i Sier
Trek I, particularly in the early scene in
which Sarck confromns Adnyiral Kirk over the
“abhandonment™ of his son on the Genesis
planel, “That wiks one of the points of con-
tention when we siaried the movie,”” Lenard
ademits, **hust dramatically, vou rust have
some more there in the way of Greworks, 1o
kaep it interesting. And Sarek is.. funous.
There was 8 good deal of discussion abaun
just how far Sarek or oy Yubean shoukd go,
Origimally, Leonard’s view was that
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somehow, underneath, there could be a
mysterious sesthing 10 convey that sort af
emntion. | puess | played it the way | thowphit
Sarek would act. 1 don’t know. I don't in-
pelleetualize acting. "

With Leonard Mimoy (STARLOG AR
miaking his debut as a feature director with
Star Trek M1, there were new approaches o
ald visions, Lenard calls Mimoy's work on the
film “extraordinary. He's a very fine direc-
1or. He's not at all like Spock—he's full of
energy, spirit and good humer.

Lanard exprossas tha pain of a father far
hi= best son In Star Trek Hl.

g ponard seered to know what e
wanted.” “the acltor explaing, e was
always suppartive and enthusiastkc. He
handied all the dramatic and technical
elements very well. He zlaa handied all the
people. 1t's kind of ticklish for 8 co-slar (o
be directing the movie's star, someone he
worked with as an actor, To turn from kie-
ing an acter tobeing a director is sometimes
& kind of lzap, but Leonard handled the
personalities on the 521 extremely well. 1
was defighied 1o work with him."

Mark Lenard knows whereof he speaks
on the subject of directing, having done
vquite a bit of i, primarily on stage
rather than screen. **In film, the techmical
clements are more important,” he notes,
ssphan the aesthetic elemenis: camera
maovement and the like—but on stage, it"s
renily hard work, and you really learn what
the play iz gbout, You learn what the
material 15, who each characier is, As-a
director you find oul more aboual =ach
character and the play itself than when
vou'Te af actor. As an asdar, ¥OUE"re JUst
ane part of it, thats all you really desl
with—wour own part. That's your anly
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“¢] enjoy directing up to 2 point, and I
like doing it every now and themn. I'm not
overwhelmed with the desire to be a dinsc-
tor—I don't have that kind of ambition. |
would like to be-a truly sEperior Acior,
There are many things T would like 1o play.
I would like 10 do some writing. [ beganasa
writer, before 1 was an actor Alrhough 1
enjoy directing, 1'm not consumed by @
meed fo do it Who knows? Pechaps Eill
Shatner will he grabbing the reins one of
fhese cimes. "'

Acting Futures

For the futare, Lenard intends-to con-
tinue touring with his colleague Waller
Koenig (Commander Pavel Chekov) in a
pair of plays that the duo take on the roid
1o colleges and conventions, Ao, & O
act drama about bwo clors preparing fora
Broadway opening. and Sox and Cox, W
|9th-century farce. Additionally, he plans
to spend more tme in New York, perhaps
taking a role on the Broadway Slage. And
ke says Gene Roddenberry still has plans
for another TV series in which Lenard
would play a keadimg rale.

Right now, though, hiz concern is Siar
Trak [IT, and: Star. Trek as a wholg, & con-
¢ern which became poignant when be
discoversd that many of the minas players
in this latest interstellar voyage literally
grew ap with the series, He explains: 1w
gotten used to the fact that, w heem | coime in-
{0 & town, like New York, people stop me
on the street and say, "Oh, you're Mark
Lenard, vou played Sarek, And 1 ask, "Are
you a Star Trek fan?' To which they reply,
‘| grew up with il.” A great many people
were four, five or six years old, when they
firsr saw the show... and new generations
keep coming elong. Well, thers were many
people who had parts in Star Trek HTwho
just wated to be in this miwie. They had
lived with it for so long, they had thal kind
of love for the show. Some of the girls whe
plaved the *virgins’ at Miouni Seleyva talked
ghaut thai, and some Felt it was an honor
just to be in the film.**

But & burning question in the mind of
everyone concerned with Srar Trek is: Can
that feeling last, now that this third Srar
Trek film has changed so much of the series
background? Kirk and his crew are
technically mutinesrs, Spock is not exactly
Ris “old self."* and the Enferprise has been
destroyed. What will be the impact of those
important changss on Star Trek fandom?

“God only knows!™ answers Mark
Lenard, laughing. **1 think fandom will
have a mixed, but very positive, reaction.
Because of what has happened and how it's
done, 1 think The Search for Spock s a
good movie, It should be exciting, 1’ m surs
ihe destruction of the Enferprise has
angered and infuriated many people. Feo-
ple took Spock’s death pretty
well—perhaps because deep down, they
knew e coidd return, becass things like
that can happen in science ficton. Bt
what will their final reaction be now? Your
guess is as good as mine. "' *
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