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HUMANOID

Rather than present a straightforward review of Columbia's current science
fantasy offering I'he Humanoid, Starburst has come up with a batch of rare
production drawings from the early planning stages of the film and together with
a review from Srarburst regular Tony Crawley, presents an exclusive look at how
the planned version differs from the final mowvie.




Feature by Benny Aldrich
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HUMANOID

Revicw by Tony U rawley

ince Stor Wars changed the face of 1he
Sﬂ'ull:uuu pictune industry  almost twi
veurs a0, every one ol his father

has  leaped wpon  the  briskly-moving
h-ll'u‘l'f'-d-j.-‘-l'l toy procuce sciemce fanimsy
fondder. The resull i g deloge of gond, brad
and ndifferem mowvies pouring inin our
cingmies troem frowmd the world. Even with
fralv's  lalest offéring. The Huomanabd,
startinge Richard Kiel, George Luens hos
Bittle to worrry oo

The mixture = the same as before. As
with most sciemee fantosy product made
outside the upper Hollvwood  echeleons
twith the obvins exception of  the
shomeless  Hattlesiaor Galoctlea). The
Humanuid appeirs o be another Star Wars
chne. George Locas rejigged o bit. N
M

Though pedd i shapey, Hichard Kicl b
very mich the Chewhacea of this particular
space-opera. And his friends and foes are
very fomilier, indeed

For Prince Lein read Connne Clery's
Barhara heroine. clearty more shapely than
Larme Fisher, For Han Sodo resd Leonod
Mann s scourity chicl. MNik. busscally hali
Han and half-Luke. For C30) and R2-D32
reod Marco Yeh's Tom-Tom. a Tiksctan
vimingder with what might be called Dy
Palmisn powers, and Kiel's [l.lh.ldn-!, B
a metallic canine fAgure that messes the oo
when 05 unduly alormed. A nervous
malfuncticen. perhops
The -Inly. riepl swibeh, i switch it e, i that

the evil Inrces are both male and female
For Peter Cushing read Arthur Kennedy's
mied scsemtist, Kraspin, rescued from his
sciitence Mmoo The House of Lethargy by
Barbary Bach's Lady Agatha of the planet
Moo, And for Darth Vadar, resd Tvan
Rassimow o Giraal. alins The Brother of the
Might, aliss the leader of the Gendish Nurek
rebels, And for the plon, don't read on—it's
maie muidding on papeT thisn it is {almost)
Ol sereen . Wt well give it moiry

After wvet another of those futurmsthe
nuclkear sei-lom, which all pooud s sesis we
will suffer. Earth is mow known as
Metropolis: so = s capital ey, Cur old
planet has been the solar sssiem s pence ful
fulcrum for centuries umder the rule of The
Elder

Lady Apatha has a touch of Conniess
Dhscudin  whoud  her,  remabning  fonever
virigng. if moy frowm the blood of virgin lssas,
then from o <imilar vouth serom discovered

b Kraspen, Noo owonder she  resoued
hibm He. though, is far more imio
expenmentatenn sbout the mutation o

haman heings, He neede enrth™s supply ol
K s=lement—aor h',.|1'-|'|||—-rn counnene s Mool
deeds. Cirnal and hin Marcks ane sent o gel
=i Kl the lab aiastant whio iorned
demented Kenspan to the law and order
P

Enter: Crorinne Clery os Barbara Gibwon,
CHir hefine Barbira w soved  from

anivihanintion Ty hearr ||q'|'u_1|l;|_1hm5.13.
métaplysically-tmbemied  young  Treend,
Tom-Tom. The devistatwn of the Norek
mnack akerts Metropolis o the awfal Gt
thst war ks returncd (0o mrter-apnce. The
Elder makes plans sceordingly, Mik, head of
Security, m ordered to capture Kraspin and
thwart all herther artacks from The Brother
off the Night, Mot casy. Hot Mik proves to be
the Mann for the pob, som hp-:ul;

Buot whene | hear you all asking—whene is
Richard Kael”

He's due any minute now in the guise of
bearded, mild-mannered Stellar  Colonmy
Inspectar Crilinky il Hl:'!ll:l||'!l.:-|n.
pccompanied by his ever-faithfal canine
robat, Kip,  Unfortunately  there s a
malfunction in their spoceship and they
have b0 make o forced landing on the ofly
surfmee of one of NMoxon's stagnant scas,

And thats how Richard Kiel's hnppy-go-
]I.JL‘L!; |¢i.l|"|l inf & &PilCe mn Becormes the A
victim of Kraspin's plans for  creating
humanoads - endowed  with  superhuman
strength and eapable of ressting all encrgy
weupndia, Fhe scaentist lets By with o meckear
progecinle. Hig I'l.'lll.g' And once the dusd and




debric  hove settled, Golobh =
humanoid. Beardless amd hefty with it

This  particalar  tremsdormation K
mﬂhinﬂ of a mon-starter, of courss. 1
wiould have come off better if Richond K
weas not Ti 2ins high to begin with. He beoks
ps i he could knock over planeis even
before he's Krmsgriniwed,

His limithess strength and agressmvenesss
{well, how would vou feel about such
treaiment?) is subdued by narcotic gas and
he's captured by Kraspins men, In his
Maoxon lab. the nosious villain opens up one
of Golob's wrists and implants a remote-
controd senmor, Golob's & now in kis powET
The humanaoid's first test will be o neturn o
Metropolis and eliminate The Elder—and
anyone clse rash enough to get in hs wiy—
and destroy the central government

In places, the film is rather better than 1
may sound bere. Basacally though it's
Frankenstein Meets Countess Drocula ond
Siar Wars.

The credits rend like an ltalan meno. The
scripd, covering sn many possible penres ot
once, stemms from Adriana Bolzond, Garry
Rusoff and Aldo Lado. George B, Lewis,
who directs. is really Aldo Lado, himself
He shaot the film i the Desr studis in
Rome., with locations in Israel. the Canary
Isles and. so we're informed. Moon Valley
i South Afreca. Supervising the wvaried
effects {process work. opticals amd bags of
oocasionalhy-obwious models) s Antony M
Diorwson, who we sl know o be really
Antonio Margheriti, the Roman director of
some of the better<class Gothic horror,
lalian-stvle (including the bess of Barbara
Stecle. who would be better sifed o a
maovie like this than Miss Bach). And jusi
o remind vou it's all Itakian, noomatter bow
1he din'lu-!ue: sounds now, the music comes
from Rome's own John Williams—Enmio
Maorricone,

There's action aplenty with starships,
storfighters, all  kinds of galechic
mechanicalit—as shown in our exclusive
pn'u;lw:tmn artwork, Battbes include Tom-
Tom's strange. guardian-like figores using
glass bows with laser arrows—something
new, ol least.

Maturally, everyone gets their just de-
seris—or rewards. Poor Corrine Chery faces
a fate worse than Pearl White inside a spikey
maching, in which Kraspin now mokes his
youth serum, Cholob smashes banbdings with

-
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Al Tll'.-rdl'lltllt'l: |'III'.H Himiiia massd A spreevie e kol sl Bedoie gr gnual y sspivrcsion of A ffmse
vy of Matrnoiis

the ease of a rampaging King Koag, bui
fortunaiely  soon  comes onder  the
extreordinary powers of young Tom-Tom,
Together they thwart the evil plans of
Kraspin by destroying the mocket full of
Kappa which will furn all the citizens of
Metropods mio humanmds, Golob saimply
teary the noclens warkead off it with o fMick
o P of his enormaows mitts.

Lady Agatha rums out of her seram and
withers pway im0 g Coonless-cum-Sho
finale. Kruspin dies in the heat-blast of his
oty deagdly rocket, Graal simply disappears
when he dies—all that remains of him = his
armour, And well, for ltaly, it°s not af all
Bl i you haven'| seen Ster Wars first

For all the mayhem, effects, rip-offs and
inevitable, unintended loughter, there are
guite a few memorable moments. MNone
hetter than the robot dog messing the Moor
with his malfunctions. Beat thai, R2-[02

Footnote: As Golob is o humanoéd only
when clean-shnven, I'm beginning to have
my doubts shout Dez Skinn, whise nine-
year old beard mysterionsly disappeared

last week. 11 it doesn’t grow hack soon, I
s m.n:l.mg i Y manuscripds!

The Humanoid (1978)
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