


Opposite wop ket Mavion (Karen Allen] finds ferself surrounded by anciant
rotting compses. Opposite below beft: Indiana Jones (Marrison Ford) caimiy
Irushies 2 horole of tRran s wpiders frowm his basrer's beek. Dppotite Fight

A mamber of the pecial fiscts 1eam demanserates the abilitiey of ang of
tha mechamesl dummiss used in the eimax of the flim, Lete: indians Jons
DainE accts to the Gaiman archeological di, divgwised ax s Arab, Abous
fady duckn behing a German plane during fiis fight with & huge German
noieher, Below: Marion holds har winnings from the drinking compe tition
which takes aloce in far Mepaless 1sioon

swiftly building up in visual sbsurdity
{though never foo absurd) to culminate in
what appears to be a giant ball bearing
that chases Jones with the speed of an
express train as the cave self-destructs
around him — that makes clear 1o us
Raiders isn't simply a 1981 remake of a
18930s movie but an exhilarating cele-
bration of the entire action/sdventure
ganre, incorparating the pulps, old maovie
serialy and comic books,

The light touch is maintained when we
rejoin Jones back in pre-World War 2
Amarica. Like Supsrman ha is two
saparme people — when abroad he is the
tough man-of-sction with a leather jacket
and whip coiled permanently at his hip
but when at home he s a mild-mannerad,
but handsome, college professar who is
obvisusly sdored by every famale
mamber of his cliss.

Afrer this brief exposure to the
intellectual side of his persona the story
proper begins with Jones being requestad
by the government to frack down the lost
Ark of the Covenant which containg the
fragments of the two stone tablets on
which the 10 Commandments were
inscribed, 1t seems that the Ark contains
o great power that could be harnessed for
dustructive purposes and Hitler is snxious
to gat his hands on it [when | first heard
sbout Raiders | presumed the Ark
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| referred 1o in the title was Noah's and
couldn't understand why Hitler wanted
it., )

The first step in the guest involves
locating a certain gold medallion that
containg o vital map, The madallion is in
the possession of none other than an old
girlfriend of Jones’ called Marion (played
by Karen Allen, last seen trying to cope
with Al Pacino’s leather fetish in
Craising). Marion is a rather tough young
Iady who runs a bar In, of ail places,

Nepal, and judging from the axterior

shots her establishment must be the last |
oppartunity to fill your tank before

Tibet, As an indhcation of just how tough |
she is our first sight shows her
participating in a drinking competition
with the local drunk, who is built fike o
Yeti, which she wins. She makes Loks
Lane look like a push-over.

Even Indiana Jones has some trouble
persuading her 1o cooparate but after a
violent and spectacular intrusion by &
bunch of comiec book Mazis Marion soes
the light and accompanies Jones 1o Caire
with the medallion, In Cairo there is mors
wiolent action, including one of the best
wisual jokes in the picture {which | won't
spoil by describing 1o you), but Indiana
succends in locating the Ark and goes
about excavsting it right under the noses
| of an entire German army. Alas, the Mazis |

then get the upper hand when Indiana is
batrayed by his old archeology rival,
Bellog (Pauw Freeman) and sealed, with
Marion, in a tomb along with sround a
million pokonous snakes (8 fear of snakes
is Indiang’s only weak spat), not to
mention a crowd of mummified corpses
in an adjocent tamb,

After escaping from the tomb there is
o well-ch graphed fight invol

canyon and by this time the picture has
changed its mood, the humouwr being left
behind. The sequances showing what
happens sfter the Ark ks opened are &
bizerre mixture of DeMille’s Ten
Commandmants, Fantasia [the Bald
Mountain section), the elimax of Close
Encounters and even Scannaers.

It's all very impressive and a

Indiana, a giant German and a Flying
Wing sircraft that goes out of control,
followed by an even more spectacular
sction sequence during which the
stuntmen perform some truly harrowing
stunts on a speeding truck (and even
wnder a speeding truck).

There's a brief romantic interlude on &
ship but as in the Star Wars movies Lucas
miakes sure that the ‘mughy stuff' is
trestad with irmeverance, After some
clowning around Indiana actuslly falls
agleap when Marion finally gets him into
bed. ..

But then the Nazis pop up again, this
tima in & U-boat, and grab both the Ark
and Marion, However, in James Bond style
Indiana hitches a ride on the outside of
tha sub all the way to his secret base
|presumably holding his breath for long

| periods during the journay.

Afrer more sotion the climax acours
when the Nazis open the Ark ina desert

iderable achiew for effects.
supervisor Richard Edlund but | dreasd 1o
think how some of the more literal-
minded fans are going to react to it Very
soon, I'm sfraid, we will see the first
lengthy treatise attempting to prove &
cannection between the power in the Ark
and the Foroe, etc, etc (| must admit my
biig fear was that ¥ ode would pop out of
the Ark),

A with Star Wars thore i much fun to
ba had in spotting the filmic references in
Raiders. Apart from the ones I've aiready
mentionsd, plus The Mask of Fu Manchu
which also centered around an
srcheologicsl hunt (for the death mask
and sword of Genghis Khan) and similarly
ended with & death ray mochine going out
of sontrol and wiping aut Fiu's follawers,
| think Reiders owes most to the James
Band mavies. But then the early Bonds
themselves exploited the basic format of
the old movie serials, dressing up the non-
stop sction, hair-breadth escapes, ste,

with a veneer of sophistication and
tongue-in-cheek humour that enabled
“mdults”™ to enjoy the fun without feeling
guilty about it

But though Raiders may be nothing
mare than a Band mowvie set in the 1830s
it hae more style, pansche and wit than
any of the recent Bonds, including For
Your Eyes Only. It also has a sense of
narrative pace anvd shoer exubsrance that
has been missing fram the Bonds for 8
long time snd shows up just how lifeless
and mechanical the Bond serles has
becomne,
Ax | write this | heven't seen any
reviews of Raiders so 1"'m curious to know
how the more intellectual critics are wing
to react to it. | suspect that while
sdmitting its technical artistry some will
compilsin that it's depressing 1o see 50
miugh skill and money go into the making
of a film that is essentially mindless,
labelling it as & further indication of the
Imellectual and artistic bankruptoy
affecting the new breed of young
American film makers who can only
make films by cannibalising the old
Hallywood carcass instead of producing
films that are genuinely original atc, ste.
Wall, all this may be true and no doubt |
will feel guilty a5 hell when | go and sor
Raidars for the second and probabily third
ume ..




	raidersark1
	raidersark2

