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uperowan! Defender of he wemk and crasoder for foifor

Abave right &y mild-manmered alier-rpo

Supermmn is going o e a jough act to
{iollovw

Superman pufists will no doubl gquibble
with the changes that the fitm makers have
made to the familiar Superman legend,
and with someg jusithcation [ feel. The
Krypton of the comic book bhas  been
turmed into an ethereal bce world with
merd of the populatbon apparently liwing
in a single city within o crysial plaleau,
all of which looks very impresive (™1
didn™ want o make Krypion |0k hke a
1938 comic book with the Grecian
colummns and the gold chams and the
wpaice ships that dropped dust oul of their
asses @8 they went by, suid Donner). As
in the original story. Jlor-El's warning
thit the plane! is doomed s ignomed by the
High Council, bl whereas in the comics
Krypton was destroved when its molien
core erupded. in the him the planet &
destroved in a colhisron with 115 sun This

doet lead one 10 adk the embarrassing
guestion as to why all thoswe super brains
on Krypton didn't even notice that their
planet swas heading fowards the sun until
the aciual day of comtact. Afier all, 1t's
nd the sort of thing vou could easily
MRS S2CIng

Ag per legend Jor-El (& convincingly
simcere performance by Marlon Brando)
succeeds in sending his baby son off inta
space towards Earth where he eventually
crash lands near @ middie-aged American
couple calbed Jonathan and Manmha Kent
There b some wince-making dialogue here

on finding a baby in the space vehicle
Martha reacts by simply saying: “'We've
praved and praved for the Good Lord to
send us a child and now he has * s il
this was @ comimon method (OFr Romas
progeny 10 be debiversd. There's then a
jump in the narrative o0 when the baby
has grown inio 8 teenager and railing over



the fact that he must keep his powers o
secrel (there’s an embarrassing sequenoo
when we see him out-running an express
trein—ihe effect is o uncomvancmg i
maokes the Bronw Mai's slow-ifdioa Funs
look goodl, There's no suggestion of hm
pcting &8 the BSuperboy of the comics
though Lana Lang. his girl frend in the
Superboy tlornes, Miakes a bref appearanoe

"You've been put on this Ewrth for a
purpose, | know if,”" Pa Kent (Ciheon Foval)
tells him shonly before dropping dead
This. supggestion of Divine Iniérvention
nnd the mystecal tone that the fAlm asiumes
when young Clark Keni discovers a
crysial device conlaming o message rom
his Tather, sugpesi that the movee may
renlly be about the Second Coming in
sicad of a comic book choracier. This

mond i continsed when the vouth makes
8 pilgrimige 1o the Morih Pole, throws the
crysial inio [he sea and waiches as gani

Above: Warles Brande |I'II|rI."| Suwperran”s
Jather, Jor-El Above right: Supereidr soivs
g arsawr the Meir: I,D|'r.'|| 1J|_|'|'.lr|'g'_

crystalline siructures magically rise out of
the water. This turns out 10 be the Foriréss
of Solitude but bears litile resemblance fo
the one we know and lowve in the comic
books. Inside the Fortress the young
Superman establishes a kind of spiritual
contact with his dead faither and is 1aken
on & guick tour of the universe which in-
cludes & visit 1o Kryplon's sun Wi Then
ser hum emerge fully-grown [rom his ace
palice and dressed in his Superman gear
for the firm time (as editor Perry While
winders ater v the filmm; Where digd he
get Lhe costume T)

Fortunately all this porentous
ncesm comes o and end af this pomt and
the movie really gots inlo is siride with
Clark Keénts arrmal al the Daiky Planet
affice in the city of Meiropolis (which
bears a siriking resemblance o Mew York)
The sequence where we meel such charac
ters &5 Perry White (Jackde

MYE-

L rambie ),

Jimmy Olsen (| Mare Mol fure) Lots
Lane { Miargnd Kidder) ts marvellous thanks
to the excellent performances by all con-
cermed, not least of all by Regve himsel
a5 the bBespeciacied, shy Ulark kent whose
first request 1o his new boss Perry White |
that hall his salary b sent home cach
mionih e kil meother o Srmalbville, moch
1o the armzement of the cymical Lo “*Are

and

ihere anyv-more Hke vou back bome?™ she
asks snrcastically, “No, not really,” Clark
reploes. Also great Tun are the sequences
where Soperman reveals himsell o the
cily, first rescuing Lo# from o heleopter
{great effects!') and then going on a crime-
Rghnmg spree, sialchimg up crminals and
delivening them 1o the pole

It"s during the secton that Lex Luihaor
is also introduced and I'm afriid T con-

4 crown of by idmeslery Cedr s

Il ip a berad

sider him to be onve of the major flaws in
the movie. The way the chaorscter i3
wiiiben, and (he way Ciene Hackman plays
him, 15 very enpovable but he jars with the
mosd ol the rest of the film, With ki
gurish costumes, his bumbling assdetant,
LS (e fearryl, amd his shinky female
compamon, Eve [ Falerie Perrioed, he re-
minds one too miech of one of ihe CHFTpY
villains leatured in the Batman t

SETIES,
like the Penguin or the Joker. He's uin-
deninbly amusing—he pets w1 ol the

=i limes—but it seems a mistake for the
fulm makers, alter spending so msch of the
film’s running time on establishing Super-
man as belicvable character, 1o make the
Chesl villin o ooy mabefireabls. Like
Superman, Luthor should have been
treated relatively straight nnd played as o

T .II.--'.I'I'I panTe vk ey ey ohetser e resce Loy [ LTl

mw



maore  overtly  snister character (Telly
Savales would have been my choice for
L part. . . L

Uine sequence in thes part of the film tha
works particulnrty well, and which Pt
scsics i genuine wene of wonder, i where
Superman takes Lods on o night fighn over
Mew York and then up throagh the closds
LOM S Erow Ing exhularation aler |ber
initial fear is sucoessfully communicated by
Ms Kidder, as is her sudden shock when
ahe less gpo of Superman™s hond  and
suddenly fimdds hersed] plummeting earth-
words. I he |'|II!!|.: eflects are Quite con-
vincing here and the only thing that spoils
E all 5 the raiher banal ACTOMPBLNYINE
SO

From then on the movie B concermed
with the unfolding of Luthers plan 1o
ciisie hall of Califomida to fall inio thi sca
|":. ST g 2 nisclear missile nto the San
wndreas toult (We gll have owr fmulis and
ke s in Californin.™ savs Luthark The
sequences Involving the muclear missiles,
the eamhgquake and Superman’s efons 1o
avert the catustrophe mre all VERY BPEC:
tagular ithe effects i these sequences VAry
n guality but some wre brilliant) bul o
redlly a8 endertaming as the Metropolis
sequences—I| wouold have preferred (o see
more of Superman™s dual life i (he city
wiich B really e hilm's chiel sourge of
. Hul there's sure (o be more of thal |6
Far 2, along with the banle between
Superman and the escaped super-criminals
o Koryplon who we saw imprisoned
within the Phantom Zone at the start of the
film (though people not familiar with the
comic books may have boen somewlnl
mystified 5% 10 what was going omp. i
Pari 2 & a8 enlertaining ss Par 1 i's
gokng Lo be well worth waiting for,

Superman; The Movie (1978)
Miarlion Brando ey Sor-ETh, Gens Hockman
[ Ly Lardvor b, Uhrstopher Heeve { Sagner oo,
Clork Kengt), Margot Kidder (Lois Lane]),
Med Beatty (ny), Jecke Cooper (Peiy
Cilenn Ford (Pa Kemf], Trovor
Howard {Firest Elder). Susanmah York
[ Larwl, Phillis Thaster (Wa Kear ), JefT Enst
| Foung Clark Kevr), Mare MeClhure (o
Chimao

Dueried by Hikhard Domsber, Siory by
Aorls Pazo, Screenplay by Mario Puzo,
v Mewmam, Leslie Sewman aml Hober
Benion, Ediled by Siumrt Habd, Pholo-
grapted by Geolfrey Linewarth, Prodocison
disign by Joln Barry, Music by Joeha
Willems, Special elfects by Colin Chilvers,
|"-i1=I.|.J| wisanl elifects by Hoy Flesd, Mates
and compoiited v Les Bowie, Model elfects
oy erch woddenps, Makoup and 'ap|'."|.'l.'lu|
visials by Stuari Freéebern, Exéculive
producer lyva Salkind, Prodiuced by Fierme
Spengler. Distributed by Wamer Bros,
Lime: 143 muini. e A

A s |.'I-|.|.|'_|'.'I'I'I Wrficle of iy Superman
ipecinl! ¢ffects, incluiing fderviews wifk

141'11 _iu."ff_lmﬁll (Chrstopher Heeve) var Oy [MNed Healiy) warlly fa the wsderpround lair af
Ler Lighor (Gene Hackman), Gentre: Lods Lane (Margot Kidder) lowly an exclesive imervies
with the AMow of Sieel. Above: This & o Jjob for Supermm. Clork Keml mmkes ihe sarbiiay i
troesforaaiios Fodiiw gt meant G o Starbarsd.
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