




















MR. WHJON WALKED DOWN THE STAIRS 
INTO POPE ’S COURT FEELING WEU. PLEASED 
WITH HIMSELF. THE ARRANGEMENT WAS 
A QUEER ONE CERTAINLY. BUT WHO WAS 
HE TO QUARREL WITH FOUR POUNDS A WEEK* 

5EEAS LIKE AN ODD ARRANGE 
AWT, SPAULDING! COPYING 
THE ENCYCLOPEDIA FOR ’ 
FOUR HOURS A DAY .' 

AND SO FROM THEN ON, EVERY MORNING, MR. WILSON MADE FOR TH6 
OFFICE OF THE RED-HEAPED LEAGUE. AND EVERY MORNING, AS SOON AS 
HE WAS GONE. SPAULDING WOULD LOCK THE SHOP DOOR, AND SO DOWN 
TO THE CELLAR. WHERE HE BUSIEO HIMSELF WITH PIGGING ATUNNEL —- 
A TUNNEL THE DIRECTION AND LOCATION Of WHICH HE HAP WORKED OUT 
VERY CAREFULLY INDEED DURING THE PRECEEDlNG WEEKS. 











THE RECOLLECTION Of THAT CURIOUS ADVERTISEMENT HE HAP SEEN IN THE 
PAPER OVER TWO MONTHS AGO HAD REMAINED FILED AWAY IN AN OOP CORNER 
OF SHERLOCK HOLMES' ASTONISHING MEMORV. IT HAD BEEN. A'CURIOUS 
ADVERTISEMENT. AND HE FELT THAT WILSON'S STORV WAS A AtTTINte SEQUEL TO IT.. 

.... BUT THE FINAL CHAPTER OF THE STRANGE 
STORY WA5 VET TO BE WRITTEN. SHERLOCK 
HOLMES HAD ALREADY DECIDED THAT HE WOULD 
TAKE A PERSONAL HAND IN THE WRITING Of IT. 

FROM MR. WILSON’S STOKV ONE 
THING APPEARED CLEAR TO 
SHERLOCK HOLMES. SOMEBODY 
HAD GONE TO CONSIDERABLE 
TROUBLE TO GET MR. WILSON OUT OF 
HIS OWN SHOP FOR A NUMBER Of 

I HOURS EVERY BAY. WHY.7 THAT WAS 
WHAT HE MEANT TO FiNP OUT. 

WHO LOOK' ( MY ASSISTANT, 
AFTER lOUl VINCENT SPAULDlWS.' 
BOOKSHOP j HE'S NOT MUCH OF 
NOW, MR. I A WORKEB, BUT HE 
WILSON? WORKS FOR HALF 

' THE REGULAR c 
WAGES/ k 





IB 
7... DEVELOPING PHOTOGRAPHS IN THE CELLAR". MOST OTHER PEOPLE WOULD 
HAVE TAKEN SPAULDING’S WORD. BUT NOT SHERLOCK HOLMES. IT WAS HIS HABIT 
TO LOOK FOR DETAILS WHICH WOULD PROVE THE TRUTH Of ANYTHING HE WA5 TOLD. 
IF SPAULDING HAD BEEN DEVELOPING PHOTOGRAPHS, THEN HE SHOULD 5HOW 
SIGNS OF IT — STAINS —ON HIS FINGERS. BUT 5PAULDIHG DID NOT. THE ONLV 
“SIGNS* OF HIS RECENT ACTIVITIES WERE ON THE KNEES OF HIS TROUSERS. 
SHERLOCK HOLMES NOTED WITH INTERE5T, THEREFORE, THAT MR.SPAULDING WAS A LIAR. 

iS 
( I HAVE SEEN ALL I NEED, MR. WILSON 
W SHALL BE IN TOUCH WITH YOU 1 

SO SPAULDING OBVIOUSLY HAD 
SOMETHING TO HIDE, THOUGHT 
SHERLOCK HOLMES, AND FROM THE 
KNEE5 OF HIS TROUSERS HE HAD A 
PRETTY GOOD IDEA OF THE NATURE 
OF SPAULDING'S SECRET. WATSON, 
HOWEVER,WAS BAFFLED. 

irH—S' WHAT DO ^ 
1 - 1 J YOU MEAN, 
-- f YOU'VE SEEN 

all youneed, 

1 / I HAVE SEEN MR . VINCENT \ 
5PAULDING WiTU CRESM SOIL ON \ 

[1 THE KNEES OF H'S TROUSERS ! J 

THAT SOIL , WATSON. IS THE KEY TO THE] 
^ RED-HEADED LEAGUE 1 j-^- 

-, ,_-f SFBULDING'S 
1 / '_' TROUSERS 
// ^ S ACE THE KEY 

Til // H-W TO THE RED" HEADED 
0 " / jjjj LE/V3tJ” YOU baffle 

--- . 

wm\ 











HOLMES MADE HIS EXPLANATIONS TO INSPECTOR 
LESTRADE. AND THOUGH THAT WORTHY was 
reluctant TO BE DRAGGED OUT OF THE MORE 
ROUTINE Paths of police Duty, none the LfS5 
HE KNEW SHERLOCK HOLMES TOO WELL TO ' 
IGNORE HIM. AND SHERLOCK holmes SAID that 

THEY ARRIVED at baker 
STREET TWENTV MINUTES 
LATER. 

ready"^ ^___ 
IMPORTANT LONDON BANK.... THAT WAS 
GOOD ENOUGH FCW LESTRAPE. _ 

WATSON /"'■ 
f ) BUT holmes! how 

V ,_y DO YOU KNOW they 
A /V will tey n tonksht*! 

SHERLOCK HOLMES PAUSED IM THE BEFORE THEy LEFT, LEST RAPE READ 
HALLWAV WHILE WATSON PUT ON Hl6 THE PARAGRAPH I HI THE PAPER. 
CAP. HE POINTED TO A NEWSPAPER iT CONCERNED THE DEPOSITING OF 
LYING ON THE HALL TABLE. AN UNUSUALLY LARGE OUANTiTV OF 

CURRENCY IN A LONDON BANK. 

















POPOV LITTLE: CROOK,. 
HOLMES LEAPT LIKE 
ft PANTHER, and mis 
HANDS CLUTCHED AT 
JOHN CLAV’S LEGS. 
DRAGGED FORWARD 
BN THE WEIGHT OF 
THE BAG Of STOLEN 
MONEV, JOHN ClAV 
PITCHED FORWARD, 

CRASHED INTO OHE 
OF THE WOODEM PROPS 
WHICH HE HIMSELF 
HAD PUT INTO 
POSITION TO SUPPORT 
THE ROOF Of HIS TUNNEL, 
A BUNDING LIGHT 
FLASHED IN HIS EVE5, 
AND JOHN CLAV 
KNEW NO MORE. 




