GOMIG HEROES ON THE SG

{ Camic book ariented projects are
being announced by Hollywood film-
makers with bresth-tsking rapidity.
Alan Murdoch looks st this current
trend and notes the ides is not so
naw.

|\ COMes 88 NO Qreat surprise 1o hear

that, at the time of writing, no less

than fourteen movies based on various
comic strips ane currently in production.

Aftar all, both films and combcs rely
completely on the interaction of words
end sequential pictures 1o tell their
lories.

But this mass migration of Hollywood
producers to the four colour realms of the
funmy pages is hardly & new trend. Long
batare Superman the Movie was ovn 8
twinkie in a Salkind's eye, film-makers

ware drawing heavily on the comics for
source material.

The first comic character to reach the
big serdwn was Windsor MoKay's Gartie
the Dinosaur, whe starred in 5 cartoon
short in 1818,

But gudiences had to wait until 1927
for the first feature langth film based on
& comic strip. For it was in that yesr that
Marion Davies, who later married Hearst
of Citizen Kane fame, starred as Tillle the
Taller from the newspapar strip of the
same name, The film, like the comic strip
was unremarkable, The following year
saw J. Farrell McDonald snd Maggie
Dressler appear in a festure version of
MeManus' Bringing Lip Father.

This opened the floodgates and

comic strips and comic books. wers
pouring out of Hallywood.

There was Skippy (1945, starring Jackie
Cooper, wha later appeared as Perry
White in Supsrman the Movia), Litie
Orphan Annie {1932 with Mitzi Green
and 1938 with Anne Gillis), Joe Palooks
(1934 with Stu Erwin and s series
batween 1947 and 1961 with Joe Kirk-
wood), There was a series of Blondie
filrms from 1838 1o 1848, featuring Penny
Singleton In the lead robe. Then, in 1981,
James Lyndon appeared in & movie
version of the original comic strip soap-
opera, Gaoline Alley,

Al Capp's Ll Abner was filmed twice
in 1840 and 1958, the second time s o
musical comedy. And between 1848 and

befare the cinema-going public know
what had hit them, movies based on

1051 Jungle Jim, by Alex Raymond the
creator of Flash Gordon, appeared in the

Above: Mal Faster's Prines Vallant formed the basés for an wnwuccestul fiim wersion in 1951, Beiow: One of the most amduring cartoon
charactars of aff, Popeys the Sailor

Bakow: Mchanus’ Bringing Up Father was ane of the great comic strip of the 19408, Twa film versions wene made.
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I'M ComimeG UP To YouR

HOUSE [wiTh MY FIVE

BROTHERS To MIGHT, AND

| WAL SEES His GO DOWN AMID THE

SMAGE FOE. "IO0 THE RESCLE.
HE SHOLTS, AND ME AND CLALDILS
SFUR FORMARE

cinernas with Johnny Weissmudler in the
title role.

Anathar of the great adventure comic
strip heroes, Princa Vallant by Tarzan
artist Hal Foster was adapted to the
screen in 1951, with litde success.

More recently, we have bean ofered
films of Modesty Blaise {1966, with which
creator Peter O'Donnel! was not pleased),
Batman (1966), Barbarella (1967, based
on the comic strip by Jean Claude Forest)
and of course Ralph Bakshi's feature-
length cartoon version of Riobert Crumb's
Fritz the Cat.

Then there were the serials. The film
surials wore a hot favourits of the Poverty

Fow film producers between the twerties
and the fifties. The serfals were in fact
just like comic books come ta life, regard-
less of their sources,

There were sround 36 sound serials
featuring comic characters, running from
1834 (Tailspin Tommy with Maurica
Murphy| to 1952 (Blackhawik with Kirk
Alyn]. And in the intervening twenty
years serial fans thrilled to the exploits of
Flash Gordon, Buck Rogers, Dick Tracy,
Mandrake the Magician, Terry and tha
Pirates, Captain Amaerica, Batman,
Superman and The Phantom.

And now comes the news that besides
tthe obvious comic oriented movies due

fior the near future llice Superman 2,
Flash Gordon, and Popeye, we can also
look forward ta Conan (1l believe it
when | see it]), Alley Oop, Terry and the
Pirates, Annie, Brenda Starr, The Silver
Surfer, Dick Tracy, S$heena Quesn of the
Jungle {originally siated for Raguel
Welch), Mandrake the Magician and

[still vary much in the planning stages)

So, although the ides of transferring
the comic haroes 1o the big sereen can
hardly be considered an original idea, it
certainly seems as though the comics ane
Entering a rennaissance peviod in terms of
commercial intarest, L]

Abowe: A daily stripy festuring Alfey Oop by Mamiin, The charsctee
ix currently undegoing the Mollywood treatment. Seiow: A superts
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