Tony Crawley reports on
Rabin (Mork] Williams' movie
debut as . . . Popeye the Sailor-Man.

e curtain of total secrecy — a litoral

stcurity-blanket, in fact — about the

Papeye filming, currantly over-sche.
dule in Madta, i finadly beginning to life Just
the odd smidgen haif inch or tee. And we've got
the First news . . . and the fimi colour rendition
of Rabin Williams morking hiy big sreen
stnrving debut g2 E.C. Segar’s muscular sadar
man,

He certinly dogsn't much resemble Mork
trom Ork amymom. Will you look at those
foremrms . . |

Tha fitm — & musical-comedy, it says bere;
seript by Jules Feitfer, music from Harry
Milezon — ended wp, st belom shooting, ss 0
combined Walt Disney and Paramaunt co-pro-
duction. 50 i the new fantagy film, The
Dragon Slayer. Many are the top Holly
woad studies and film-makers row knocking on
the Digney door for co-producing deals . .
since the Disnay company i literally rolling in
the greenstulf via the vast takings daily st
Digneyland in Califomia and Disneyworid in
Florida.

Putting Papeye on Film — with live-sction,
not animation — i the idea of the formar
Paramount production chief, Robert Evans. |t's
Athe sixth projeet for the sametime sctos, dise
jokey and gents’ clothiar. He turnad producer
in fsix own right with tha highty suceesful
Palanki film, Chinatwon, in 1974

Since the comparative fallure of his fourth
film, Mlayens — “'not only & disappointment but
o dissster on every level” — Bab Evang is in
meed of a hit. First repart of Aobin as Popeye
seerns to assure just thit. Plus Evans' insnined
ehoice of director, M*AS*H and Nashville
man, Robert Altman

T Iy, im tagt, a5 marry Altman regulars in
the movie as there are | talians helping to make
it. The cinematographes is Follini’s tavourite,
Giussppe Rotunna . . . Well, I tsly is close to
Malts, But why Malta, | hear you ery? M, toa,

The reason (ot slways so simplald is that
the movie needed water and & village. Malta
wsmally supplies water sequences, The shways in-
demand tank his been used in scones. af British
and American movees — Warlards of Atkantis,
for example. This time, the lintle istand country
supplies everything, including howsing for & cast
and crew ol almost J00 peeple

Direcvar Altman is a gruat believer in
ensembln casting, and has his awn semi-rep
caompany af players that stay with him in most
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of his movies. A goodly buneh of them are an
hand in Malta

Almast m inevitabile casting & Williams in
e lnad role, is Shelley Duval as Dlive Oyl. In
mare than ong review ol her films [eight with
Altman, slonel, she has been relerred 10 a3 an
Otive logkalike, And while she was shooting
Kubrick's version of Stephen King's The
Shining with Jack Nicholsom in Londan,
Altmaan callod ber and told her
e raln you were born o play |,
didn"t have to ssk which thet was.

It was Altman's casting-man whao discavered
Shalley for his Brewster MeCloud (dm, in 1970,
“How'd you like ta be in a mowie?™ she wag
mxkod. "0h, I'm not sn setres, ™ ihe replied
"Y1, you are . . . yes, you are.” And now she
Is, with Cannes and other lestival awards far
fikms like Three Women, Thieves Like Us, Mash.
wille and Buffalo Bill and the Indisns. Once
Popeye is in the can, she's kicking into har first
venture as an associate producer, with her
mwie of Even Cowgirls Gat the Blues. A fun
girl in Shell’. She says she lives “in Beverly Hills
or in the hills or on a hill in Beverly Hill,™

The man we laved ta hate in Mi
Express, Paud L. Senith, is the groat casting for
the bearded bully, Bluto - ail 120 Ibs and BM
4ins of him ~ not to mention his 22% inch

neck and sice 12 shoes. Almast unknawn 1o
Haollywood antil playing that sadistic Turkish
|asler, Senith hes spent 15 of the last 20 years
filming in tgrasl, Spain, Germany, Italy end

Franes — and of course, Malta betors for Mid-
might Exprs. In Dtaly ha made five thud 'n’
blunder, knock ‘em/shock 'em actioners about
a gimile hero — and sugpested the series’

stunt man Roben Massino, from Casablanca, as
Popeye's stunt co-ordinatar

“Actually, despiti what prople think, if was
Midnight Express that got me the Bluta role.”
says Pl “Bob Altman saw the trailan for
those five action films . . . and Bob E
for ma atter a clip of me carrying & horsa!'

Paul Daaley, is Wimay - he's as
much & part of Altman’s rep al strolling players
s af Jules Feiffer. Altman saw him first in the
off-Broadway version of Failter's play, Hold
Me, 2nd he slxo stareed in Feifter's The White
House Murder Case. Befare tuming to scting,
he'd wanted to be & cartoonst — and in fact,
co-scripted his last Altman movie, Health,

Butt | neariy forgot Swee'pea, the baby
winning the hearts of Popaye, Olive Oyl, snd
wea werrily, sven the stone-cold heart of
brutish Bluta. Swee"pea is eight months ald.
Difficult 1o cast? Not for Altman. His grandson
was born jusk ot the right Time and has been
making a great impression — ususlly with
hammar n his hand — in the Malts shooting,

But centre of attraction on and off the film
set, &8 he spends his tole-histus with the film
break of his young lile, is, naturally, Robin

Williams. The man ulm introduced “ihazbot”
and “"Na-no Ne-no™ 1o an estimated 55,000,000
peaple {oliowing each week of this speced-aut
fagt-speed Orkisn philozopher, hes conquersd
television since Mork and Mindy first sired in
Spetember, 1978, Last June, he conquered
discs with his first comedy album, Seality .. .
Whvat & Cancept, which has rapidly gone
Platinum, s they say, He ha lurthermone
canquered stage in such comedy clubs around
LA as The Comedy Stom, not ta mention his
New Yark gigs. And now be's ol 521 10 teske
aver movies. Bob Altman s entranced with the
maniscal guy. Sa i Malta, which has not yet
Become 8 vietim of Mork. Come Dscar night,
1980, or 5o they insist an Malta, ther's ane
only favourtio for the big oward, Az long as he
loenps wating his spinach.

Rabin, quite plainky, dossn’t want the
il to stop. He's having & ball, In typical
Alvman fashion, the ditectos has Robin's
wile, dancer-choreogragher Vialerie Velardi, in
aymall rode. And that's not just looking sher
the tog star. Paul Smith's girl friend,
actress Eve Knoller, is among 1he Swesthaven
lowngpeople . . . 50 & Macintyre Dixon's sctrem
wife, and their young son. Altman believes
contented cast and erew is the best way 1o
make & happy film. And fram il reports,
Popeye is loaking not just good, but great
Now all Bab Evans has to do is persiats
them to stop hawing & good time, quit
thooting . . . and get off the island, belore he
bag to bay the entire country.
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Above: Paul Dooley, 2 reguise perfarmer with
the Altman troupe, cioes an excellant

right: A family porteadl. Pogevs [Robin
Wilkinrm), batry Sweee oee (Wesley lvan Hurr)
and Oiive Oyl (Shetiey Duvall). Below: The
willain of the piece, Biuro, is played laith
parache] by Paul L Smith,
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